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Irene Hurner, President 

During the years that I have been a Heritage League member I have attended conventions in 
many areas in the United States and in Norwich, England. I generally travel with my parents and 

one or more of my sisters. When possible, my daughter and husband have joined us. The whole 
experience has had a permanent effect on my family and me. Friendships and camaraderie have 
developed with attendees of various age groups, history has been learned from those who actually 
experienced what most people only read about, pride in our country and in the accomplishments of 

ordinary men and women who became extraordinary heroes has welled up, I have seen places that I 
may otherwise not have ever visited, and an appreciation for life and all that is good are results of 
my association with The Heritage League and the Second Air Division Association. My term as 
President has given me an even greater opportunity to meet people here and abroad who have 

worked toward the fulfillment of the veterans’ goal of a living memorial. This past year I have 
received support and advice from 2ADA President Walt Mundy and his wife Ruth, Chuck Walker, 
2ADA Representative to the Board of Governors, Jim and Mary Lorenz, 2ADA liaisons to The 

Heritage League, David Hastings, Chairman of the Board of Governors, Ray Pytel, Editor of The 

Journal, Evelyn Cohen, 2ADA Membership Vice-President and from many more. It was truly 
appreciated. 

The League was created to continue what the veterans have begun. The 2AD Memorial 
Library in The Forum is a unique tribute to the Second Air Division and one that everyone should 

visit at least once. The pictures that have appeared in past issues of The Journal only give a glimpse 
of what one sees. It is difficult to convey the true enthusiasm and friendship that is bestowed on us 
Yanks by the British. Maintenance of friendships is very important between our European allies, 
but it is also critical for us to develop a relationship between the spouses, descendants, and friends 
of the veterans so that we will have a common bond with which to aid in our effort to continue 
supporting the memorials that the veterans have 
begun. With that in mind, the officers of ; The 
Heritage League are considering future : 
activities that will help to develop this 
common bond.  



   

  

   

  

   

  Pictured : 1) Andrea Hough, 2ADA Fulbright 

Librarian, 2001-2002 Norwich, England. 
2)Linda Wittig, Secretary, Irene Hurner, 

President, and Tahitia Orr, 2002-2003 

Fulbright Librarian at the Southwest Regional 
Dinner, Dallas, TX April 2002. 3) The Forum 

A FAMILY PROJECT 

As a tribute, Linda Wittig, HL Secretary, and her family have created a film on the life of 
her father, “Moose”. Allen, Jimmy Stewart, Mike Bernarcik, and Andy Lowe. This film, originally 

screened at the 453™ mini-reunion at Dayton, Ohio, September 2001, will be shown at Baltimore 
during the convention. It is a wonderful example of a common bond that gave the impetus to show _ 

friendships that developed over time, a history lesson regarding those who lived it, pride of country, 
and of veterans who were ordinary people who became extraordinary heroes. Attendance at 
conventions enhances the opportunity for friendships to develop between members. Most attend 
because they want to honor and remember veterans who are or were close to them. It is difficult, if 
not impossible, to improve upon the wording that is so eloquently stated by our British friends, 
“They came as friends, they stayed as friends, they remain friends.” This sentiment is a basis for us 
as League members. Friendship and understanding among our members and with our British 
friends will ensure the continuance of the 2ADA memorials begun in the last century. If you have 
suggestions for activities that will help bring members together, to aid in getting to know one 
another, please feel free to call or write. 

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

Our annual business meeting will be held on Saturday, August 31 at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel, Inner Harbor, Baltimore, Maryland during the 55" annual convention 
of the Second Air division Association. 
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Acwordinay ty Adb Rocks: 

Avert joe viseks hwy e\jeern, WEB SITE 
been arouttd 700. However, July had an all-time record of 859 visits. This site also has 
international interest and the following are the countries that have visited in July (in order of 

number of visits): United Kingdom, Japan, Canada, Belgium, Netherlands, Australia, Spain, Czech 

Republic, Sweden, Denmark, Italy, New Zealand, France, Croatia, Poland, Mexico, Argentina, 
Belize and Taiwan. The range of visits number from 60 (UK) to 1(Taiwan). 

MEMORIAL DAY 2002 

On another note, it gives me pride and pleasure to let you know that Ann Phillips, 

Membership Vice-President, traveled to Cambridge, 
England to lay a wreath from the Heritage League at 
the Memorial Day ceremonies. Chairman David 

Neale wrote in Second Thoughts of the ceremonies 
and said that the weather held fine and warm and 

te 
Memorial Service 

May 27, 2002 
Cambridge American Cemetery 

Cambridgeshire, England 

  

welcomed many people from all walks of 
life. Many Veterans and representatives 

from dozens of dedicated groups were 

present including the Friends of the Second 
Air Division memorial. The Service was 

excellent, then it came to the laying of the 
wreaths in silent tribute to the fallen, over 
100 wreaths were laid. The Missing Man 
formation flew over in perfect timing, 
followed by the old faithful flying fortress, 
“Sally B” who gave three low passes and 
caused a tear ortwo.” “Sally B” was one 

of many B-17s critical to the U.S. Army Air 
= : Corps daylight precision bombing campaign 
of World War II. She earned the nickname “Flying Fortress” because she was armed with 13 
machine guns. She is now the only airworthy B-17 in the United Kingdom and is permanently 

based at the Imperial War Museum, Duxford. Ann will give a more complete and personal report at 
the convention. 
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FUND RAISERS 

There are a few pins left for sale that commemorate the rededication of the library. The 
design is red, white and blue incorporating the American and British flags. The cost is $5.00 per 

pin and $1.00 shipping for up to three pins to the same address. All profits are designated for the 
Memorial Library. There are also blue and white buttons with the Heritage League logo available 
at $2.00 each. Orders can be sent to The Heritage League, 45415 San Antonio Valley Road, 
Livermore, CA 94550. 

Heritage League Rededication Pin 
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Heritage League Button! 

BOOK ENDOWMENT 

Derek Hills, Trust Librarian, wrote to thank the League for its book endowment program. 

He said that the program provides the Norwich community with a growing collection of books on 
all aspects of the United States. The library has been purchasing books that support the local 
schools’ teaching of topics not well covered in other libraries in the region. Books purchased this 
year were On My Honor: Boy Scouts and the Making of American Youth by Jay Mechling, and 
Mustang Ace: The Story of Don S. Gentle by Mark M. Spagnuolo. 

VICKI BROOKS WARNING 
HERITAGE LEAGUE REPRESENTATIVE TO THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

  

Board of Governors meeting November 6 2001, Norwich, England 

The attendance list for the annual general meeting was quite extensive since the 2ADA was 
holding their annual convention in Norwich at the same time. Invited guests and board members 
were present. 

The Board of Governors holds four meetings a year as well as numerous committee 
meetings. The next Annual General Meeting of the Board is scheduled for Thursday 24 October 
2002. The board is comprised of very dedicated individuals who strongly believe in the Memorial 
and will make every effort that the Memorial Room continues into perpetuity. Board Members 
present included Paul King (Chairman), David Hastings (Vice-Chairman), Fran Davies, roger 
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