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Introduction
We children, family and friends of the 

World War II vets are so aware that we 
are losing our special loved ones at an 
accelerated pace. This story started as a 
tribute to two extraordinary members of 
the 2 ADA: Evelyn Cohen and Jordan 
Uttal, and that indeed remains the heart 
of this story. But as our contributors 
reflected on Evelyn and Jordan’s giant 
contributions to the organization, their 
thoughts were inexorably drawn to 
many others whose presence graced this 
unique group. While there are too many 
to mention individually—and some will 
unavoidably be missed—we take a few 
steps on some of the many paths that 
make up the history of the Second Air 
Division Association.

First Steps
I was introduced to the 2ADA when 

my parents, Bert and Claire Biel, invited 
me to accompany them to Norwich for 
the 1987 reunion. What a spectacular 
introduction!  As I remember, there 
were about 1,500 attendees and the first 
official meeting of the Heritage League 
was held.

Some of the founding persons includ-
ed Bud and “Mike” (Ann) Chamberlain, 
Bill and Norma Beasley, and, of course, 
Milt and Hathy Veynar. I do not know 
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everyone involved, but in Norwich, 
Tom Eaton, Lady Anne Barne, David 
Hastings, Paul King and Al Jenner 
among other members of the Board of 
Governors played interdependent roles 
to make the Memorial Trust Board of 
Governors and the 2ADA work so well 
together over the decades.

There are many more that I am failing 
to mention. At the time, Tom Eaton 
was chairman of the 2nd Air Division 
Memorial Trust. Major Tom Eaton, 
recently deceased, aka ‘Mr. Norwich,’ 
served on the 2ADA Memorial Trust 
board for 40 years, 22 years as Chair-
man. In 1962 he was able to open 
Norwich Central Library and the first 
USAAF 2nd Air Division Memorial 
Library opened in 1963 but was lost to 
a devastating fire August 1994.

Alfred Jenner was Vice-Chairman 
for an unspecified time but served on 
the board of governors for a total of 25 
years. He had flown in Bomber Com-
mand (RAF) during the war and was 
shot down early in the war circa 1941. 
He was taken prisoner and kept a POW 
near Nürnberg, Germany for 4 years. 
This is where he met Major General An-
drew Low. After the war Alfred Jenner 
became a journalist and eventually 
retired as Editor-In-Chief of the Eastern 
Daily Press, a local Norwich newspaper.

Paul King was Chairman from 1996 
to 2002 following Tom’s tenure as chair-
man. He was a local Norwich property 
developer and his company built the 
Hotel Nelson for which most of us 
received very reasonable rates while 

Warm Memory: Evelyn Cohen; Brian Mahoney; Carol Holliday; David and Jean Hastings at the 2006 
2ADA Convention in Washington  (Photo by Harry Tanner).
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MOS 5400
By Reed Hammans

For many years, the Heritage League has had a policy of not 
publishing a “folded wings” section in the Herald. There were 
a number of reasons for this, the primary one being a fear of 
missing someone. So we were content to accede to the 2ADA’s 
Journal and individual Group newsletters for fulfilling this 
important function.

But the passing of 3 icons of the 2ADA and Memorial 
Library sparked a re-evaluation of the policy, leading directly 
the cover story of Issue 44. While a number of other tributes 
to and recollections of Jordan Uttal, Evelyn Cohen, and Tom 
Eaton have been published, we have added our own. But as 
you can see from the story, thoughts of one person led to 
many, many others. 

Each of us on the Executive Committee–even some of us 
newcomers–quietly contemplated the men and women of the 
Second Air Division that we know and have known, men and 
women who have influenced us in profound ways, and who 
give us the energy and focus to carry on this enterprise.

We are still reluctant to change our general policy, particu-
larly with the Groups and the 2ADA more knowledgeable 
and in a better  position than we to recognize the passing 
of their members. In the interim, and partially in response 
to this dilemma, in Issue 43 and continued here, we began 
publishing the list “in memory of” and “in honor of” that we 
receive in the course of membership renewals.

In a very real sense, no single piece can do justice to the 
founders of the organization, or to the many others who 
joined later. We hope the small offering in this issue, when 
added to the many others, helps complete a picture that we 
ourselves are in some ways just beginning to grasp.

Elsewhere in this issue, Willow Run Historian Steven 
Puhl has given us the second installment in his now regular 
feature on the Ford Willow Run Plant. His piece this time is 
a fascinating glimpse behind the scenes at some of the people 
behind the scenes, and how one of America’s aviation heroes 
helped turn the plant into an efficient and effective part of the 
Arsenal of Democracy.

	 The websites feature has the story of another Michi-
gander, a fourth grader from Ypsilanti who designed a website 
on the B-24 and was very successful in this year’s Michigan 
History Day competition. His comments on the B-24 will 
warm the heart of every Liberator lover.

Following up on stories from Issue 43, we have an update 
on Sack-Time Sally, as well as an honor given the Mulder 
family. We continue the story of Lt. Col. Michael Phipps, the 

man whose creative donation to the Eaton Golf Club sparked 
the Liberator Salver Golf Tournament, now in its 65th year.

The “Letter from America,” my contribution to the Friends 
“Second Thoughts” newsletter and usually published only 
there, mentions a then-upcoming planning meeting. That 
meeting did result in two new projects, designed to provide 
more steady communication with the membership and other 
interested people. One involves a monthly e-mail to members, 
providing longer stories that we do not have room to publish 
in the Herald or other news items of interest. If we do not 
have your e-mail address, and you would like to receive this 
monthly e-mail, please send your address to Marybeth Dyer 
(contact information on the back page.) The second activity is 
intended to add another piece to our Facebook page: “Today 
in the Second Air Division,” providing a short story 2-3 times 
per week from a diary, unit history, or other source. Hats off 
to volunteer Lisa Niehoff for making this idea reality

Last, but far from least, is the appointment of Ben Jones to 
the new position of Vice-President for Volunteers. Ben par-
ticipated in our planning meeting, and we look forward to his 
on-going contribution in developing this important position.
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One would not have to have been questioning or protesting 
the Vietnam War to appreciate at least one Joan Baez song, 
“Forever Young.” Then and now, it always puts me in an emo-
tional place very close to “Taps.” In the era when it first came 
out, it was one of the few things on which my father and I 
‘agreed to agree,’ silently.

The same feeling comes to the fore when I am the volun-
teer ‘photo sweetener’ for Herald Editor Reed Hammans. In 
the course of spotting, cropping and otherwise technically 
tweaking images (like the one of the Second Wing officers 
in this edition), I often digitally enlarge young, handsome, 
competent faces, frozen in time, in their prime. I find myself 
slipping easily into time travel, right there taking the picture 
in 1944.

The photo of young Phipps getting a handshake from 
General “Traveling Ted” Timberlake has me wondering at the 
very high ‘early bloomer’ factor of that generation…. While 
I will always feel like a kid when seeing pictures of my own 
recognized young father, or historical greats like Timberlake, I 
also realize that I am now old enough to be the father of one 
as ‘old’ as that remarkable 35-year old One Star. Whatever the 
occasion might have been, it is hard, in that image, to see the 
strain of combat or pressure of responsibility, but impossible 
to miss the competence exuded by both.  

While the Heritage League mission is all about honoring 
and remembering, it helps that our research—and direct 
personal contact with the remaining vets—allows us human, 
personal access to these men and the occasional remarkable 
woman. We are rich, we are inspired, we are renewed in ef-
forts to find suitable ways of carrying out our mission. We are 
focusing hard on appropriate ways to do that as the torch is 
being passed from them to us, and your Executive Committee 
sees this as a conversation to be held with you, our member-
ship.

One good way of contributing will be to join us, as we 
joint the 2 ADA conventioneers in New Orleans. The League 
will bring an interesting panel presentation on ‘Preserving 
the Legacy: Heritage League promoting individual and team 
efforts.’ See information in this Herald, and more information 
on our website about the panel, as it evolves.  

Even if you are not able to join us, as we enjoy one more 
cherished gathering with the vets, we will be interested in 

your ideas for suitable League projects, and we are getting 
organized in coordinating your efforts.  Ben Jones, a relatively 
young fellow with very strong ties to the 392nd BG research-
ers, from his own youth in East Anglia, has accepted my 
appointment to the new office of Vice President for Volun-
teers, which was created under our new bylaws 4 years ago. 
He is energized and capable, in a way that would have had 
General Timberlake smiling, to take note of your interest and 
expertise, and ideas for League work going forward. Find his 
contact info on the back page, with that of all of the board 
members. Ben will soon be making an outreach to you, but 
your good ideas and available energy do not need to wait. All 
of us are interested in hearing from you.

We have accepted, with gratitude but sadness, two recent 
resignations. Tina Coleman Woods has been our capable 
Executive VP for 4 years, and was instrumental in the refine-
ment and adoption of the updated bylaws. She will remain 
available to us for consultation on non-profit and organiza-
tional matters, in which she is most competent. She is taking 
needed extra time to care for her mother, Ruth C. Coleman, 
who was a Red Cross Girl and a major spiritual assist to the 
492nd BG combatants in their very dark days at North Pick-
enham. Ruth was ceremonially made the first female Heritage 
League Honorary Life Member in 2004.

Vicki Brooks-Warning, after many years in the important 
role of Representative to the 2 AD Memorial Trust, in Nor-
wich, has resigned that post. Her excellent counsel will still be 
sought by both boards, who hold her in highest esteem. Vicki 
was awarded the League’s prestigious General Wm. E. Kepner 
Lifetime Service Award in 2008.

We will take our time and your suggestions in appointing 
qualified individuals to these roles, mindful of the very high 
standards Vicki and Tina have set. Join us in New Orleans if 
you can, and in our service work, regardless.  

“Keep ‘em flyin.”

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
—Brian Mahoney
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LETTER FROM THE FRIENDS

From pg. 1, Special Recollections

visiting Norwich. The 2nd Air Division Memorial Library was 
rebuilt and relocated in The Forum and Paul King was Chair-
man during the rededication in 2001. When Mr. King retired 
in 2002, David Hastings took over the role of Chairman until 
Matthew Martin became Chairman in 2003.

Evelyn Cohen
Evelyn Cohen did an exemplary job of coordinating the 

2ADA reunions with bus transportation, entertainment 

and ceremonies. She had the assistance of many key players, 
including her sister Lillian, Jordan Uttal, and Dave Patterson. 
Her standards were always top-notch. There are thousands 
of British citizens grateful for her abilities to organize the re-
unions in Norwich year after year. The first 2nd ADA reunion 
in Norwich was in 1972. When the idea of the Heritage 
League was adopted in 1987, she supported the League at the 
reunions by always having supplies, meeting rooms, and meals 
available for our volunteers without charge.  This gift, sup-
ported by the 2ADA Executive Committee, was huge to our 
fledgling organization. Her ability to manage each convention 
has had my continued admiration. She was always available to 
answer questions and to handle any problems. While serving 
as the Membership VP and during many conventions I truly 
appreciated everything she did for the Heritage League. She 
will always be honored and missed.  Her dedication and work 
to all involved was simply phenomenal. I still cannot believe 
how she kept those records accurately and timely, year after 
year for 52 years. There was a good reason she was nicknamed 
‘Mother Superior.’ One only has to think back on how she 
did things without the use of a computer. What a character, 
and what an amazing woman. 

Jordan Uttal
Jordan Uttal was kind and always had a good story to tell.  

Thoughts of Jordan bring a smile to my face. Jordan sup-
ported the League in his own way. [He was an original Trust 
Governor when this whole idea of raising funds to build a 
memorial to honor the American presence in East Anglia 
started.]  Later in life when Jordan downsized and moved 
into retirement living, he fulfilled a promise to the Heritage 
League and relinquished all of his back Journals plus all of his 

Escorted by a 2AD veteran, Evelyn Cohen, who served at 2AD HQ (Ketter-
ingham Hall), lights a candle in the Association’s inimitable remembrance 
ceremony in Philadelphia, 2004. (Photo: Brian Mahoney)

From Trevor Bond,  
Friends of the Second Air Division 
Memorial Library
Dear Heritage League members and friends,

Well, that’s Christmas and New Year festivities over with for 
another year and we are brought down to earth by the Janu-
ary and February cold weather (in Scotland the coldest since 
records began we are told). We this side of the pond never 
seemed prepared for the snow!

The last few weeks have been chaos according to the media 
but given the initial shock the old Bull Dog spirit comes to 
the fore and we can quickly overcome and carry on, unlike 
those poor people in Haiti that my Rotary club and many 
other charitable organisations have been getting together aid 
packages for to help in some small way.

Whilst in the throes of preparing the Spring edition of 
Second Thoughts, to date we have unfortunately five…yes five 
obits to feature. This is a sad task, to lose these good friends, 
however. When you start to read the achievements and char-
acters of these heroes, it soon becomes apparent these folks 
certainly would not have wanted us to grieve their passing, 
but to celebrate not only what they have achieved in their 
lifetime but the legacy they left us—democracy and freedom!

Lets hope that the sacrifices made in WWII are a little more 
apparent in 2010 both sides of the pond, financially, spiritu-
ally and in conflict and leadership.

But hey! Summer is on the way (hopefully), memberships 
are increasing, which means we are spreading the word and 
making new friendships across the pond and after all, that 
is what we are striving for. AND…I might get my handicap 
down; there again I might not!

	 Until next time … Never forgetting, 
	 With regards,  Trevor
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2ADA Honorary President and 
2AD Hqs. veteran Jordan Uttal 
beams on as then-President Dick 
Butler (44th BG) begins rare sec-
ond term; Oak Brook, IL, 2003. 
(Photo: Brian Mahoney)

papers relating to the history of the 2ADA  to the Heritage 
League via Linda Wittig, then Secretary of the HL. They met 
in-person and Linda became the keeper of the records. What 
a special gift!  

Jordan had a special way of delivering his thoughts and 
intentions. To quote Chairman Matthew Martin’s description 
of Jordan:

 “Uttal’s larger-than-life character, combined with his 
oratorical skills and liking for risqué jokes in venerable 
company, gave these reunions an extra edge. They cul-
minated in a convention in Norwich in November 2001 
when the Forum and the Memorial Library were opened 
with much fanfare, with many hundreds of veterans 
and family members attending from the States. At this 
convention the Association was awarded the Honorary 
Freedom of the City of Norwich, the only time in the 
City’s long history that this honour was given to a foreign 
organisation.”

“Uttal, as at all previous Conventions, played centre 
stage. Given the events of 11 September 2001 in the 
United States, this last Convention on this side of the 
Atlantic held extra poignancy.”

Whether it was a joke or something serious, he would try to 
keep it humorous and memorable. What an amazing man—
and another character we honor and miss!

A Few More Steps
I would love to go on saying something about each person 

mentioned and those that I have not as there have been so 
many who have supported the League. Before the League 
could conduct Executive Committee meetings using voice 
calls over the internet, Walt Mundy, then President of the 
2ADA and his wife Ruth attended our semi-annual Executive 
Committee meeting in Tucson, Arizona. At a later date, Presi-
dent Richard Butler and Ardith showed similar commitment 
and traveled to Houston, Texas for another semi-annual meet-

ing. The Executive Committee was asked to seek advice and 
learn from our veterans and their spouses. At this point, Jim 
and Mary Lorenz were appointed and became 2ADA liaisons 
to the Heritage League.

Since my introduction to the 2ADA and to the Heritage 
League, we have lost Tom, Alfred, Mike, Hathy, Evelyn, Jor-
dan, Dave, Bill, Dick, and so many more. My mental list goes 
on and on. Our time with the remaining vets and those who 
administer the library is so precious.  I will never forget the 
wonderful people whom I have been able to call friend and 
I will continue to thank the veterans, spouses and all others 
who were instrumental in forming our Heritage League. It 
was, and still is, their vision that this group will carry on the 
memories of sacrifices made and memorials supported.

It was through the bonds of great friendship of people both 
here and across the pond that this idea of meeting in Chicago 
for the first reunion grew into a legacy which has continued 
for 63 years.

I want to thank all who have become a part of my life and 
memories. My prayers and thoughts are with you.

Linda Wittig’s Recollections
My dad, Charles H. Allen (or Moose Allen as he is known 

to many of you), first introduced me to both Evelyn and 
Jordan in Colorado Springs at a 2ADA convention in 1988. It 
was an honor to accompany my dad to these special reunions, 
to meet Evelyn and Jordan and be a 2nd Air Division daughter. 

Meeting with Evelyn in her room was special because we 
had long discussions about what the 2ADA meant to her as 
a veteran during WWII. When the Heritage League formed 
in 1987 and we joined the parent organization in our newly 
formed league of second generation kids and she was always 
there when needed; there was nothing she could not do. She 
was a wonderful person to get to know and is missed very 
much. Her organizational skills were impeccable; after all, she 
was Secretary to HQ at Ketteringham Hall!

I also had the opportunity to spend time with Jordan in 
his home, at his club and at the Southwest Conference that 
we had each year in Dallas. He always made me feel right at 
home when we had a chance to visit. He also told me a lot 
about the 2ADA from the first meeting to the present. I miss 
him and what little time I had to get to know such a wonder-
ful person as he was a ‘larger than life’ character. Considering 
the brief time we could spend discussing the 2AD history, his 
good natured ways always made that a very special time. 

These reunions and the concept behind them were spawned 
by great friendships and a loyal bond between two countries 
during a horrible time of war. Jordan’s and Evelyn’s lives were 
so full of friends, family and wonderful times, and wish I 
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By Pete O’Tube, Expert

Dear Pete,

In some period photos and movies of Lib-
erators returning to their hardstands 
after a mission, I often see someone 
sitting atop the fuselage, just aft of 
the cockpit area, ahead of the top tur-
ret. How did they get there, and what 
were they doing? During after-dark ma-
neuvers, they sometimes had flashlights, 
as if somehow ‘driving the plane’ from a 
strange ‘back seat.’ I know that when I 
am behind the wheel, things have to be 
pretty bad before I tolerate that!

Curiously yours,

Louis Snutt

Dear Lou Snutt (behind the wheel),

You did some good observing, and some 
good guessing there!  

The Liberator, for all its strengths, 
still had a lot of ‘character-building’ 
limitations. For instance, one of the 
supposed advantages of a tricycle style 
landing gear layout (think: Liberator 
versus tail-dragging Fortress) would be 
a clean cockpit view ahead, especially 
useful when doing ground maneuvers, and 
taxiing. In fact, the plane, especially 
when laden with bombs and fuel for take-

could have known them longer. I learned a lot from both. We 
will miss Evelyn and Jordan and many others in the future 
and will miss seeing and visiting with them at the reunions. 
Knowing these two wonderful friends are the moments cre-
ated to last, long after we can no longer be together. Evelyn 
and Jordan, we miss you both.

Additional Information
●	Tom Eaton’s obituary, from the “EDP,” on Memorial 

Library’s website: http://www.2ndair.org.uk/2admemlib/
DisplayArticle.asp?ID=9798.

●	Link Jordan Uttal obit in Independent UK: http://www.
independent.co.uk/news/obituaries/jordan-uttal-us-airman-
and-founder-member-of-the-2nd-air-division-associa-
tion-1870953.html.

(Please note that we have been unable to locate a link for 
additional information regarding Evelyn. The article in the 
2ADA “Journal” is still the best resource available.)

The roots of the 2ADA extend back to a few farsighted 
individuals who look to the establishment of a fitting memo-
rial in England. The following article, appearing in the March 
23, 1945 “Target Victory” under the title “2 A.D. Memorial 
Fund Mounting.” At that point, a few weeks before VE Day, 
fundraising for what ultimately became the Memorial Trust 
and the Memorial Library was already well underway:

 
Voluntary contributions by members of 2nd Air Divi-
sion for the proposed 2ADA Memorial in Norwich 
are swelling ahead of quota estimated to assure the re-
quired endowment.

The planned Memorial to men of the Division who 
have been killed in action or who died in line of duty 
consists of a Hall of Memory entry to the Municipal 
Library that will be erected in Norwich after the war. 
On its walls will be a plaque for each Bombardment 
Group, with names of the deceased and records of the 
organizations, and the Hall will be dominated by a 
central place of sculpture symbolic of the achievements 
of the men of the 2nd Division. Two rooms opening off 
the Hall will be fitted with reference books, fiction, 
periodicals, art, and music written about America by 
Americans.

“Their memory thus is perpetuated,” states Maj. 
Gen. W.E. Kepner, commanding 2AD, “in something 
of living spiritual significance which brings a daily 
influence of American thought and ideals to all visitors 
and to the people of this community with whom we 
have been so closely associated through these years. 

 
Together we have built this 2nd Division into one of 
the great aerial striking forces of history. Together let us 
build this fitting memorial to those who have sacrificed 
their lives in order that the ideals of our American 
democracy, and indeed all democracy, shall endure.
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off, compressed the main gears notice-
ably more than the nose gear, raising 
that long straight nose rose relative to 
the pilots, cutting off a straight-ahead 
view of the horizon. So, one potential 
strength fairly well diluted, in prac-
tice!

Another potential advantage of the B-24, 
as a high winged plane, should have been 
a better view to down, to the sides, 
whether flying or on terra firma (again, 
contrast with that ‘other’ heavy USAAF 
bomber). But the arrangement of cock-
pit windows, in practice, was ahead of 
the seated positions of the pilots. To 
see a bit back on his side, each of them 
had to lean very far forward, and crane 
his neck back.  So, to have a clear view 
of the main wheel on one’s side, when 
concentrating on staying on the run-
way, hardstanding, or peripheral track 
(“peri-track”) that connected them, 
meant not being in a comfortable posi-
tion to work the left and right brakes 
(in the rudder pedals) or throttles on 
either side, to steer the beast.

The engineer had a topside hatch, just 
behind the pilot, just back of the bulk-
head separating flight deck from the nav-
igator and radio operator stations. He 
also had a headset for the interphone, 
and a far better vantage than the pi-
lot and copilot, in their seats, of the 
real estate on either side. It became 
standard operating procedure (“SOP”) at 
most bases for engineers to direct the 
pilots, who used throttles of outboard 
engines to advance either side of the 
plane, or gingerly braking the left and 
right main gear (deliberately separate 
systems, just like on a farm tractor, 
tank or a bulldozer) to coax 30,000 lbs 
on its relatively narrow path. A most 
welcome back-seat driver, owing to the 
unusual circumstances.

By now, you might have wondered, why 
didn’t the pilots just steer the plane?  
Well, the front gear on that early ‘tri-
cycle type’ was just a freely rotat-
ing caster, like on a shopping cart. 

You steer a shopping cart by pulling 
back on one side (selective braking) 
or pushing harder forward on one side 
(analogous to selective application of 
thrust to leftmost engine—#1—or right-
most, #4 on the Liberator).

And now you are wondering, would it 
have been so hard to allow steering 
input to the nose wheel through the 
yokes, as on modern transports?  Again, 
alas, we must ponder a legendary Lib-
erator weakness, its nose gear. Even 
without the added mechanical complexi-
ty of steering gear, they were notori-
ous for failing under ordinary use, and 
could be expected to fail under even 
modest extraordinary challenges. This 
was true right through the end of the 
production run, so adding little frills 
like steering would have been bad pri-
oritizing.

To bring this thing full circle, one of 
the hazards the pilots were most con-
cerned about in ground handling of 
heavy planes, but especially the Lib-
erator, was allowing a wheel to go off 
the reinforced, engineered concrete 
surfaces. Nose wheels would sink in, 
then snap off and usually that result-
ed in ‘totaling the plane’ (making it 
Category E). The mains seldom had less 
than 14,000 lbs on each one, and nearly 
twice that when fully loaded, and would 
sink in deep and fast, taking a run-
way or taxiway out of commission until 
heavy equipment could come to the res-
cue. This could put equipment, missions 
and reputations in deep mud!

Remember: It takes a crew to fly (and 
park!) a Liberator!

Yours,

Pete
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Draft Minutes of Meeting  
Heritage League’s 22nd Annual Meeting 
in Chicago on 9/5/2009

(Please direct corrections to Secretary Carol Holliday; see 
contact info on back cover.)

The General Business Meeting of the Heritage League of 
the Second Air Division was called to order by President 
Brian Mahoney (492nd/467th BG son) on September 5, 2009 
at 11:05 a.m. at the Westin O’Hare Hotel, Chicago, Illinois.

The Invocation was given by 2ADA Representative to the 
HL, Jim Lorenz, veteran (466th BG). Bob Books, our web-
master and a 392nd BG Gold Star son led in the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

President Mahoney welcomed all members and guests and 
thanked all for supporting the Heritage League over the years. 
We have roles and positions available to help us further our 
mission. We are inspired to move forward by our veterans.

• �Memorial Wreaths: We continue to lay 5 wreaths at the 
American cemeteries in Europe and aim to lay wreaths in 
North Africa and Italy.

Minutes: President Mahoney reported the final minutes 
from last year’s Annual Business meeting in Texas were not 
available for distribution, but had been approved by the HL 
ExCom previously with two minor corrections. Bob Books 
made a motion to accept the minutes. James McCrory sec-
onded and the motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report: Sue Risley, (446th BG daughter) 
presented two detailed financial reports, one for year end-
ing December 31, 2008 and one for January 1 to August 31, 
2009. She stated there is $12,000+ in the HL bank accounts. 
See attached reports.

Membership Report: Marybeth Dyer, (458th BG daughter) 
reported there were two mailings for a membership drive in 
November and June 2008. We have 242 paid members which 
does not include veterans or complimentary membership. The 
emphasis is to get the Heritage League name out to the public 
so we can increase our membership. Brian praised Marybeth’s 
innovation in marketing techniques.

HL Representative to the Memorial Library: Vicki Brooks 
Warning plans to attend the 2009 Remembrance Day activi-
ties in Norwich. She stated there were three detailed verbal 
reports given by Trust Governors, Matthew Martin and An-
drew Hawker and Libby Morgan, Librarian during the 2ADA 
General Business meeting and welcomed any questions.

Communications Report: Reed Hammans (492nd/466th 
BG great-nephew) could not attend this year’s reunion. Brian 
summarized that the Heritage Herald maintains high quality 
research and content and we will continue to produce three 
newsletters per year. He emphasized the need for volunteer 
contributors and helpers. Discussion followed on the upcom-
ing deadlines and the cost of producing the Herald. Irene 
commented that we have always given a ‘Delegate Report.’ 
Brian responded it had been verbalized during the 2ADA 
Business meeting and that it was exactly the same verbiage.

Nominating Committee: Irene and Marybeth presented 
the following slate for the 2009 Heritage League officers: 
President: Brian Mahoney, Vice-President: Tina Woods, 
Secretary: Carol Holliday, Membership VP: Marybeth Dyer, 
Treasurer: Sue Risley and Communications VP: Reed Ham-
mans. Nominations were invited from the floor and there 
were none. James McCrory moved to accept the nominations. 
Bill Sargent seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Old Business: There were no matters mentioned.

New Business: James McCrory asked when the Heritage 
League would hold their next standalone convention. Brian 
responded the HL would continue to meet alongside the Sec-
ond Air Division for as long as we can. The Heritage League 
has decided to meet in 2010 with the 2ADA set tentatively 
for New Orleans. All veterans and families are invited to 
attend any HL Convention in the future. Carol, Irene and 
Marybeth were recognized for their help in planning and 
working with Betty Lee and Maxine Mackey for this reunion. 
Members were asked from the floor to join the 2010 upcom-
ing reunion committee and James McCrory accepted.

Oak Mackey (392nd BG veteran) commented he would 
like to see the Heritage League continue the legacy for the 
2ADA once they shut down. Discussion followed regard-
ing an amendment to revise the 2ADA by-laws that would 
allow the members of the HL to vote as associate members in 
the 2ADA. John Lee responded that unless there is a 2ADA 
ExCom quorum present the idea shall be deferred until the 
2010 reunion.

John Bickel, son of Ray Bickel (467th BG) mentioned an 
ongoing historical project of half hour interviews with vet-
erans who are able to do so and that these will go on record 
with the Library of Congress. See www.veteranshistoryproject.
org for more information.  Meeting was adjourned at 11:45 
a.m.

Respectfully submitted,  

Carol Holliday, Secretary, HL

TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS
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List of Attendees 
Name  (V=Vet)		  Bomb Group/Affilation

Marybeth Dyer	 458th

Steve Dyer	 458th

Lucille Birmingham	 458th

Joan Kizaric	 458th

Frank Birmingham (V)	 458th

Vicki Warning	 466th

Sue Risley	 446th

Janis Holt (Bottoms)	 448th

Dale Bottoms (V)	 448th

Steve Sills	 389th

Fred Squires 	 389th UK
Sue Christle	 389th

Bill Sargent	 93rd

Hannah Piskin	 458th

Karen Merrell	 453rd

Jean Stites	 453rd

George Johnson (V)	 93rd

Joan Patterson	 445th

Matthew Martin	 Memorial Trust Chairman UK
Jim Dyke (V)	 453rd

Jim Lorenz (V)	 466th

Mary Lorenz	 466th

Richard C. “Dick” Robert (V)	 453rd 2ADA President
Oak Mackey (V)	 392nd 
Jim McClain (V)	 389th

Kimberly B. Moore	 93rd

Betty Lee	 93rd

John Lee (V)	 93rd 2ADA Past President
June Elfstrom	 445th

Lance Elfstrom	 445th

Jim McCrory	 492nd

Jack B. Dyson (V)	 445th

Andrew Hawker	 Memorial Trust Vice-
	    Chairman UK
Libby Morgan	 Memorial Trust Librarian UK
Hue Bennett (V)	 491st

Bea Bennett	 491st

Bob Books	 392nd

Norman Canfield, Jr.	 491st

Jim Guddal	 93rd

Jonathan Bickel	 467th

Maxine Mackey	 392nd

Andrea Hawker	 Memorial Trust Governor’s
	     Wife UK
Lois Bertapelle	 445th

Antonio Bertapelle (V)	 445th

Ray R. Pytel (V)	 445th

Shirley Suckow	 445th

Claire Biel	 453rd

Rose Biel Lighty	 453rd
Brian H. Mahoney	 492nd/467th

Carol Holliday (Patterson)	 445th

Irene Hurner (Biel)	 453rd

Kurt Warning	 466th

Mulder Family 
Honored

The State of Israel has awarded Jan and Akke Mulder, 
parents of Tiny Mulder, the title of “Righteous Among the 
Nations” for their role in aiding and sheltering Dutch Jews 
during World War II. Tiny Mulder declined the honor per-
sonally, but will accept the award on behalf of her parents. 
Ms. Mulder and her parents also aided many downed Allied 
airmen in evading the Germans. (See Herald #43, “A Crew 
Remembered.”

Mr. and Mrs. Mulder’s names will be engraved on the wall 
at Yad Vashem. A certificate and medal will be present to Ms. 
Mulder in a ceremony at either the Israeli Embassy at the 
Hague or in Ms. Mulder’s hometown of Drachten, at a date 
and time to be announced.

The “Righteous Among the Nations” award is perhaps best 
known for Oskar Schindler of the movie and book “Schin-
dler’s List.” We will send out a fuller story to interested mem-
bers and others in our monthly e-mail.

Sack-Time Sally 
Update

On May 5th, a new memorial to the crews of the 389th 
BG’s B-24 Sack-Time Sally and a Squadron 106 Lancaster 
will be dedicated in Opeinde, Netherlands, Sack-Time Sally 
crashed in a field near there on November 26th, 1943, with 
the loss of 6 crew members. (See Heritage Herald, Issue 43, for 
the full story). The Lanc went down on July 27, 1942, with 
4 crew members KIA. The memorial sculpture was designed 
and executed by the Dutch artist Anne Woudwijk and his 
daughter Roelie.

Among the honored guests scheduled to attend are Jim Mc-
Gahee, Sack-Time Sally’s navigator, and Jeanne Braly, widow of 
pilot Roy Braly. This will be Mr. McGahee’s first trip back to the 
area since his ultimately unsuccessful evasion. Family members 
of the Lancaster crew will also be represented.  The ceremony 
will include the raising to half mast of the flags of the United 
Kingdom, the United States, the Netherlands, and Friesland, 
with all four national anthems played by the town’s brass band.

A group of interested individuals, including the author 
of the Herald story, Seibe Overwijk, and Johan Kuiper, our 
honorary “Friesland Correspondent,” mapped out plans for 
a Memorial to the crew of “Sally.” They raised over €19,000, 
with matching funds from the municipality. The Heritage 
League wishes to thank the citizens and businesses of Opeinde 
for bringing this project to fruition. Full coverage of the event 
will be presented in the next issue of the Herald.
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RICHARD FLAGG’S  
“AIRFIELDS AND AVIATION MEMORIALS”

Memorials to individual crews and airmen can be found throughout the UK. 
This one, to a pair of 56th FG pilots remembers their collision over Wangford. 
The inscription reads: This memorial was erected by the people of Wang-
ford in memory of 2nd Lt. Roger A. Phillips, 61st Fighter Squadron and 2nd 
Lt. Richard A. Albert, 63rd Fighter Squadron who were both pilots of the 56th 
Fighter Group of the United States Eighth Army Air Force based at Station 
365 Halesworth. They died on Saturday 5th February 1944 after both their 
Republic P47 Thunderbolt aircraft collided over this village at 11:02 a.m. 
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM (Location information and other photos at 
http://www.airfields.fotopic.net/c1819116.html.)

Closeup of upper left figure in the full Wangford plaque, the 56th FG’s in-
signe. The Group motto was, appropriately, Cave Tonitrum, or “Beware the 
Thunderbolt.” Zemke’s Wolfpack was the only group to NOT convert to the 
P-51, flying the Jug throughout its time in the ETO. Official description of 
the insigne:  “Tenne on a chevron azure fimbriated or two lightning flashes 
chevronwise of the last.”

The beautiful 446th BG memorial at Flixton/Bungay, with color engravings, 
lists not only the individual squadrons, but all support units attached. The 
inscription reads in part: “The air crews of the 446th Bomb Group may never 
have thought of themselves as “Young Eagles” when they took off on their 
missions, but they were! These young men, along with maintenance crews 
and other support personnel, many in their teen years, had eagerly an-
swered their country’s call, doing what they believed they had to do.... Gen-
erous and outgoing, they in a short time won the friendship of the English 
people among the many air bases and became affectionately known as the 
“Bungay Buckaroos” at Flixtondrome.” For a color photo of the inspiring me-
morial, see http://www.airfields.fotopic.net/p45696752.html.

Adjunct to the 446th Memorial, this map of the airfield notes that the memo-
rial was dedicated on “24th September, 2003, on the return visit of veterans 
from the group.” Barely visible in this photo, just to the left, “You are here” 
orients visitors to the original airfield runways.
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Closeup of the Flying Eightball in Building 7. What this black and 
white reproduction cannot show is the multi-colored nose. Seg-
ments are colored, top to bottom, red, yellow, green, and white, 
representing the colors of the 66th, 67th, 506th, and 68th Bomb 
Squadrons, respectively. To view the original color version, see 
http://www.airfields.fotopic.net/p54427770.html.

Disused and derelict, two bicycles lean against the walls of the abandoned 
W.A.A.F. Communal Site dining room and sergeants mess (Building 7), at 
Station 115, Shipdham, in this October, 2008 photo. “I remember the Yanks 
coming to Shipdham airfield.... The they bought anything that looked like 
a bicycle and learnt to ride. I remember them coming from the pub riding 
single file, wobbling all over the road, and shouting at each other, so it was 
quite easy to know they were coming.” J.Vogle, quoted in Wild Blue Yonder, 
by Martini Bowman (p.162.)

Honoring and Remembering:  
Memorial Day Wreaths

One of the core activities of the Heritage League is the placement of 
wreaths in AMBC cemeteries in the following locations: Cambridge Mad-
dingley, Netherlands/Margraten, Ardennes, Henri-Chapelle, and Norman-
dy. (On June 6th, a second wreath is laid in Normandy.) We are reliant upon 
and indebted to the Friends of the Second Air Division Memorial and other 
friends and supporters for their critical assistance in this endeavor.
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IN HONOR AND 
MEMORY OF…

Since the last issue of the Herald, the following members 
have made contributions to the Heritage League in honor or 
memory of a family member, a friend, or a hero—in some 
cases all three. These contributions are important, not only in 
recognizing those people who are so important to us, but in 
helping the League meet its obligations.

Terry Johnson in Memory of J. Fred Thomas

William Rigg in Honor of William C. Rigg, Sr.

Jean Marsteller in Honor of Glen E. Marsteller

Roger Veitch in Memory of Max Veitch

Barbara Cloverdale in Memory of Dean Moyer

Shirley Suckow in Memory of Lt. Col. Robert W. Suckow

Donna Desai in Memory of Frank Hanzalik

Katherine Hart in Memory of Dean H. Hart

Vicki Warning in Memory of Bill Brooks

Marjorie Buszta in Memory of Eugene Buszta

Paul Brunner in Memory of Maj. Alfred F. Brunner

Paul Howell in Honor of Leonard Howell

Elizabeth Devlin in Memory of Lt. Col. Roy M. Devlin

Paula Blum in Memory of Beverly Stenger

Margaret Heckmann in Honor of Howard Heckmann

Catherine McCormick in Memory of Paul Kuchinski

Norma Beasley in Memory of Willis Beasley

Alan Sheren in Memory of Sgt.Sidney Timmey Sheren

Anna Dimick in Memory of Ralph C. Dimick

Maria Bachman in Memory of Franklyn Bachman

Janet Levit in Memory of Russell Philpott

Susan Risley in Memory of Jordan Uttal & Evelyn Cohen

Julia Petersen in Memory of Dean Hart

Robert Havanec in Memory of Stephen Havanec

Jerry Gore in Honor of 2nd Lt. Marion E. Gore

Suzan Brice in Memory of Weems E. Estelle

Milton Veynar in Memory of Gladys Beatrice Hathaway

Jeane Stites in Memory of Wilbur Stites

Diane Marino in Memory of Ernest Marino

Sally Perce in Memory of J. Audley Risley

Shary Whalen in Honor of Robert & Frank Birmingham

Letter From 
America
 By Reed Hammans

Trevor Bond, editor of the Friends’ newsletter, “Second 
Thoughts,” and I exchange letters for our respective publications. 
While I ordinarily do not publish my letters in the Herald, we 
are including the most recent in this issue.

 Here in middle America, we are in the depths of winter. 
In my home state of Iowa, we have set an all-time record 
for snowfall, set in 1886—with more snow on the way. But 
it’s also mid-February, so in a few weeks spring will be here. 
Some friends of mine are already planning gardens and get-
ting cold frames ready to plant early vegetables and seedlings.

 I have to confess, with the steady loss of veterans and 
others intricately bound to the 2ADA and the Memorial 
Library—Tom Eaton, Jordan Uttal, and Evelyn Cohen, come 
immediately to mind—it sometimes seems like it’s winter for 
all of us.

 By the keen foresight of General Kepner and others, on 
May 25, 1945, the original Trust for what became the Memo-
rial Library was established. Think of that! The European war 
was barely two weeks over, and the first funds were already 
available, having been collected during the winter and early 
spring of 1945. In the winter of 1945, they looked ahead to 
spring, both literally and figuratively.

 As spring approaches this year, all across the US, aircraft 
are being readied for the air show season and plans are being 
laid. In the UK, I’m sure, similar activities are taking place—
Open Days are planned and displays being made ready at the 
old airbases of the Second Air Division.

 Sometimes now, as the Greatest Generation passes from us, 
we seem to be in a figurative winter as well. While no doubt 
our veterans and their wives are the backbone of our organi-
zations, there are green shoots nearly too many to count. We 
know of at least two new documentaries being created: “Crew 
713” by Alex Mena in the US, and in the UK, Evan Thomas’ 
“Happy Warriors.” The Memorial Library continues to attract 
larger number of visitors each year. In the US, the Arnett 
Foundation continues to grow its sponsorships in an effort 
to make more and more records available on-line. In the 
Netherlands, a citizens committee in Opeinde has completed 
fundraising for a memorial to the crews of a 389th BG B-24 
and a 106 Squadron Lancaster, who crashed near there in 
‘43 and ‘42, respectively. Tara Copp Connollly Photography 
has begun shooting mission reports and other records of the 
448th BG, making them available on-line and taking special 
requests on ArmyAirForces.com. Every week, we seem to be 



Issue 44 • May 2010 13

making contact with a new family member or other interested 
persons.

 So a new spring is here in many ways. As an old farm boy, I 
know that this is the time for planning: what crops go where, 
how much fertilizer, what the new piglets, calves, and lambs 
will need. And in our figurative spring, planning is needed 
more than ever.

 In about two weeks, the Heritage League Executive Com-
mittee, plus one or two other vital parties, will be engaging in 
a planning exercise. This discussion is intended to clarify and 
expand upon a similar one that took place informally at the 
2ADA convention in Chicago. There are numerous ques-
tions to be answered: How to grow our membership? How 
do we work with the many groups and individuals out there 
to leverage our collective expertise and energy—and to what 
end? How do we maintain the resources to meet our core 
activities—and what should those activities be? As you can see 
above, there are many vital projects and day-to-day communi-
cations. How do we make sure that everyone who is interested 
in them knows about them? And, how do we do all this in the 
context of volunteer organizations?

 I would be interested in hearing from any and all of the 
Friends, with their ideas on these or other questions. I can be 
reached at rhammans@gmail.com. Until next time…

Keep shining through,

Reed

SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA 
REGIONAL BRUNCH
JUNE 5, 2010, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 
p.m., The Phoenix Club, Anaheim, 
CA
By Shawn Caldwell & Carol Holliday

The twenty-ninth 2ADA Southern California Regional 
Brunch will be held on June 5, 2010 at The Phoenix Club 
near Anaheim.  The veterans of the Second Air Division along 
with their families and friends look forward to this event and 
2010 is no exception.

For several years a committee comprised of dedicated men 
and women has worked diligently with Richard Baynes, Bud 
Chamberlain, Harry Tanzer, and many others to organize 
the brunch with entertainment and special guests. This year 

is somewhat different in that our veterans are taking a much 
deserved rest relying on the many supporters to organize this 
special event.

Two speakers will share the time. Mr. Fred Johnsen, curator 
and director of the Flight Test Historical Museum at Edwards 
Air Force Base, is the author of B-24 Liberator-Rugged but 
Right. He has written numerous articles such as Dogfighting 
and Ditching in the B-24 and Liberator Ghosts of Tonopah. 
General Robert Cardenas (8th AF, 44th BG) will speak about 
the crash of his airplane. He will comment on the painting 
and the brass plaque that tells of the mission which hang in 
the San Diego International Aerospace Museum. Pete Jacobs 
and his Wartime Radio Review will provide the big band mu-
sic in addition to some other surprises. The band was formed 
in 1997, and listening brings back memories of USO shows 
during World War II.  To get an idea of what you will see go 
to www.petejacobsbands.com. Included in the day’s events will 
be the candle lighting ceremony, a raffle, and, of course, the 
delicious champagne brunch. A display of aviation art will be 
there for all to enjoy.  Other folks may also contribute to the 
program activities. The cost is $45.00 per person.  

For many years Jane Russell, a lady dear to the hearts of the 
veterans, has attended the brunch sharing a song or two and a 
few words. Ms. Russell, who is not able to be with the fellows, 
will be missed.

For more information or to register you may contact Shawn 
Caldwell at 818-825-4667 or email Shawn at scaldwell@
visionbuildersgroup.com.

Membership Tidbits
	 In our last issue, we suggested that some members 

might consider sending in a membership on behalf of a friend 
or family member. We did receive such sponsored member-
ships for Donald Freudenthal (by Helen Freudenthal), as 
well as Janis Holt, Dianne Bernstein, Dale Bottoms, Jr., and 
Cliff Bottoms (all four by J.D. Bottoms). Every membership 
is important in expanding our group, as well as helping to 
provide the resources necessary to carry on with our mission. 
(There may have been others who sponsored memberships, 
but we did not pick up on it. If so, please contact our VP of 
Membership Marybeth Dyer (contact info on back cover), so 
we may give you due recognition.)

	 We would also like to give a tip of the hat to our 
Youth members:  Hailey Meier, Matthew Meier, Damian 
Fischer, and Ariel Fischer. (P.S. Tell your friends about us.)
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http://WebpagesWeWike.htm/Siwwy_Wabbit

 �93rd Bomb Group: http://
www.93rdbombardmentgroup.com

The 93rd has a completely redesigned site with state-of-
the-art multi-media features. Visually attractive and well 
organized, each section is well-identified with large graph-
ics—very handy for those of us who don’t see as well as we 
used to.

Among the unique features here is a “Featured Film,” 
currently the 47-minute “Operation Soapsuds,” a Ploesti 
briefing film produced by the RAF. The feature is backed by 
a media archive containing 3 other films, reunion slide-
shows, and even a preview of an HD reunion video shot by 
Michael Sellers in Dallas, 2008. The site also stays fresh with 
a “featured veteran” and “featured photo.” There is what 
appears to be a complete collection of the 93rd’s newsletters 
on-site and a message board.

This newly designed site gives us a preview of what the 
next generation of web designers and historians can accom-
plish, both in terms of content and arresting presentation.

 �Tara Copp Connolly Photography: http:// 
taracoppconnolly.smugmug.com/8th-Air-
Force-448th-Bomb-Group

Tara has combed the National archives, photographing thou-
sands of the 448th BG’s original documents and putting them 
on this amazing website. Back in January, she began taking 
“pull requests” from members of armyairforces.com, and on 
one day alone announced the addition of 900 new documents. 
Material includes mission reports, formation charts, and pho-
tos. Such a mass of material can be difficult to navigate, but 
Tara has taken the time to organize it well, primarily by date 
and type of document. Every item can be viewed and down-
loaded for free in several sizes, a feature whose importance 
cannot be overemphasized.

Visit her home page for an even more extensive collection of 
documents related to the 98th BG, her grandfather’s unit. Like 
many of us, her interest and subsequent work was sparked by a 
simple desire to learn more about her grandfather’s experiences. 
The 98th BG collection even includes some video footage and 
numerous memoranda about the group’s operations.

This site is a researcher’s dream, providing original source 
documents that could be used for a variety of purposes. We can 
hope as the years go by that each group can have its materials 
posted in such an accessible manner. Thanks, Tara!

 �B-24 Liberators and the Ford Motor 
Company—Wonders of World War II:  
http://14964705.nhd.weebly.com/index.html

Michigan 4th-grader Nolan Weimer has constructed a website 
dedicated to the B-24 and the people who made and flew them. 
Nolan began his project as part of the Michigan History Day state-
wide competition, with an effort that got him to the finals at the 
Henry Ford Museum. Among the people who assisted Nolan and 
mentored him in his project was Herald contributor and Willow 
Run historian, Steven Puhl.

Nolan’s site is well-organized with discrete sections on the B-24, 
Ford, and Willow Run. He also researched and reported on the 
B-24’s impact in World War II and interviewed 3 veterans who flew 
on B-24’s. Among his participants, interviewed via Skype was Maj. 
Robert W. Sternfels, pilot of the 98th BG’s “Sandman,” and author 
of the book Burning Hitler’s Black Gold, about his participation 
in raiding the Ploesti oilfields.(“Sandman” is the center of one of 
the most recognizable photos from Ploesti, as it wheels out a black 
cloud of smoke above smokestacks.) The veterans are profiled on his 
“Tribute” page.

We asked Nolan via e-mail what drew him to the B-24:  “I got a 
book that had all of the American planes that are used in the mili-
tary. Then my mom told me about the B-24 which got me inter-
ested in it. When I opened up my book to the page I saw what the 
B-24 looked like and I thought it looked really cool! It’s kinda hard 
to say all the things that I like about B-24s because there’s so much 
stuff I like about B-24s!” (Nolan’s mother Melissa commented, “If 
you could only hear the passion in his voice as he says this!”)

He added, “I think that B-24s are cool because they were made 
in Detroit and were also used during WWII. I like the 24 the best 
because people know a lot about B-17s, but I think the B-24 had a 
bigger impact than the B-17 during WWII.” (Right on, Nolan!)

He added, “I went to a polishing party at the Grosse Ilse airport to 
polish the Yankee Air Museum’s planes. I got to go on a B-17 and I 
got to sit in the pilot’s seat...and it was so cool!  I wish it was a B-24 
that I went on, but it was still actually cool to be on a WWII plane 
that is still air worthy!”

Nolan is now building a more permanent, searchable website, 
“Wonders of World War II,” at http://www.wondersofwwii.com/index.
html.

This just in:  Nolan’s website won third place at the Michigan History 
Day statewide finals in the Youth Division Website category. His brother 
Marshall won first place in same Division, Historical Paper category. 
Congratulations to Nolan, Marshal, and their family.



Issue 44 • May 2010 15

Henry Ford’s Willow Run Bomber Plant— 
The People Who Built The Liberators

As the “winds of war” blew across Europe under the ad-
vancing blitzkrieg of the Germans, the fasces of the Italians, 
and the encroaching Empire of the Rising Sun in China and 
the south Pacific, another more peaceful migration was soon 
to inundate the peaceful rural area along the stream known as 
Willow Run in southeastern Michigan.

The Ford Motor Company had begun clearing land in the 
spring of 1941 followed by the building of the largest manu-
facturing plant under one roof to manufacture components 
and assemble the B-24 Liberator using the “tried and tested” 
Ford manufacturing and assembly process of interchangeable 
parts and a mechanized assembly line. In this “most enormous 
room in the history of mankind, a single-story structure of a 
size never before conceived,” a workforce of sheer numbers 
was required.

Ford began recruiting workers from all states and Canada 
in 1941, concentrating especially on the southern and border 
states. Even before the plant was finished in 1942, people 
were coming by every means possible to Willow Run and 
were already turning out components in the completed parts 
of the plant. They came from the hollers of Tennessee and 
Kentucky as well as from the Detroit suburbs; from show 
business and circus troupes; the handicapped, women, little 
people, skilled and unskilled…they all found a place in what 
was referred to as the “Grand Canyon of American Industry.” 
This is a story about some of those people who were a part 
of what became known on the home-front as the “Arsenal of 
Democracy”- of which Willow Run played an immense role.

In the 1940’s the backbone of wartime American industry 
(approaching 50%) became the female workforce referred to 
as the “Rosie-the-Riveters” from which a true “Rosie” re-

turned to Willow Run for a visit and tour of her home plant 
in August of 2004.(See photo.) She had not been back since 
she was “processed out” as production dwindled and finally 
ceased by the end of June 1945. From a peak employment in 
the summer of 1944 of more than 42,000 to the final days of 
production, our Rosie was there.

Ellen Martin graduated from high school in Chrisman, 
Illinois in 1942, was married in late autumn, and followed 
her husband to Willow Run where he had accepted employ-
ment. As production increased, Ellen also was hired as an 
assembler in March 1943 at the age of 19. That summer, her 
husband was drafted, and she quit and moved back home. 
Being fiercely independent, however, she wanted to work and 
returned to Willow Run where she was rehired as a riveter on 
the “center wing vertical.”

Ellen described some of her experiences and feelings as fol-
lows. “I worked on the “center wing vertical” in Department 
936. When I had finished riveting my section, I would take 
my drill and scratch my initials on the underneath side of 
each section on which I had worked before moving on to the 
next. I felt I had a responsibility to the guys who flew them, 
and this was my way of saying I did my best and, God keep 
you, boys! During my lunch hour, I would walk the plant 
along the “K” assembly line just to see the activity and stare 
in awe at the sleek B-24’s all lined up. They were so huge! I 
knew I was supporting both the war effort and my husband 
by working hard at Willow Run. I saw several movie stars 
including Clark Gable and Gloria Swanson as well as the 
aviator, Charles Lindbergh. I also saw Henry Ford walking 
through the plant a few times. I was paid in $2.00 bills in my 
pay envelope, but that changed toward the end. One of the 

Air Raid Shelter. (Photo: Steven Puhl)

Rosie’s Return. (Photo: Steven Puhl)
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neat things was the “lunch wagon” which came through the 
plant serving hot meals that were very popular. I never saw 
so many people working in the same plant, and the difficulty 
getting to and from work was unbelievable. I even recognized 
the old State Police building in Ypsilanti where I appeared 
several times to pay tickets acquired while speeding to work 
on my Harley Davidson, but I never missed work. Our boys 
depended on me!”

Even though the “Rosies” received most of the attention, 
there was another “specialized” group at Willow Run who 
were invaluable. These were the “little people” known in the 
1940’s as midgets or dwarfs. These workers totaled 12 at peak 
production and were used primarily as “buckers” for the rivet-
ers and inspectors inside of tight areas (although not limited 
to that.) In the “assembly process,” they were crucial at station 
15 on both the “K” and “H” lines where the outer wings were 
mated to the center wing section.

Robert Hardy from Wyandotte, Michigan, who was a 
drummer in the Rose Troupe prior to the war, talked about 
this in an interview many years ago. “The Little People were 
assigned throughout the plant–wherever work needed to be 
done in tight places. The B-24’s wings went clear through the 
fuselage. The four engines and bomb racks were hung from 
the center wing, and the outer wings were attached to each 
side, forming a 110-foot-long wingspan. As the outer wings 
were mated, guys would drive rivets on the outside, and the 
little people would be inside bucking. I was lucky not to 
have been assigned there – the noise was so loud, I’d be deaf! 
Instead I got to work in inspection, checking flight controls, 
stabilizers, rudders and wing connections.”

Hardy’s work was so well respected by not only Ford per-
sonnel but also by the AAF who allowed him to sign off on its 
inspections. Hardy says he “was generally treated with respect 
by his fellow workers.” Although there was a no-strike agree-
ment during the war years, he “stopped work one day to lead 
a demonstration of fellow inspectors, confronting supervisors 
who wouldn’t back them up when they found a problem in 
the plane’s construction.” On his occasional visits to the plant 
floor, Henry Ford seemed to take to befriending Hardy but 
more than likely he was perhaps patronizing him. In Hardy’s 
own words, “He would visit the line, come over and talk to 
me, and often would bring celebrities with him. Once I even 
met Irving Berlin.”

Among the various workers at Willow Run, someone from 
the workforce occasionally received notoriety by becoming 
famous later on in life, only for the masses to find out later 
that “fiction was truer than fact.” One such incident involved 
Phyllis Diller, the famous comedienne who rose to fame in 
the 1950’s. Born in 1917, Phyllis migrated to Ypsilanti with 
her husband Sherwood whom she referred to in her later show 
business career as “Fang.” Those who had heard about her 

assumed that Phyllis had worked in the Willow Run Bomber 
Plant during those war years. However, it was her husband 
who was an employee. This was clarified in a letter received 
by a writer friend of mine in 1992. Here is part of that letter. 
“I never worked in the Willow Run Bomber Plant which 
later built Kaiser-Frazer cars. It was my husband Sherwood 
Diller who worked as an Inspector of all systems, electrical, 
hydraulic, etc. He started out there working on the ‘cowling.’ 
We lived in Ypsilanti from 1940 thru late 1942 and were then 
transferred to the Alameda Air Naval Station in California.”

During my years at GM Willow Run, I worked with, and 
befriended, a Process Engineer whose father had worked 
at the Ford Willow Run Plant as an inspector. While view-
ing some photographs, he recognized his dad and himself as 
a young boy in a picture taken during an “open house” in 
February 1944. They were standing in a corded-off area about 
100 feet from the famous “tax turn.” He then showed me his 
father’s final pay envelope before he was “processed out.” The 
envelope was dated June 16, 1945, almost two weeks before 
the final B-24M-30-FO, number 8,685 was tugged out the 
hangar door on June 28, 1945. What a living connection this 
was between the Ford and GM Willow Run Plant!

Probably the most famous person of the era to be a part of 
Willow Run population was Charles A. Lindbergh. A re-
nowned aviator in his own right, he was also a friend of Hen-
ry Ford. As Ford suffered with productivity and engineering 
issues, it was no surprise that Charles A. Lindbergh, after hav-

Lucky Lindy, key part of quality team. (Photo: Steven Puhl)

ing visited the plant often in 1941, was hired March 23, 1942 
as “Engineering Research Consultant.” Although both Lindy 
and Ford were well known for their isolationist feelings, it was 
Lindbergh’s expertise that was greatly needed at Willow Run. 
This was first most noticeable in a meeting on September 4, 
1942 where Lindbergh, after having returned from a meeting 
in San Diego with Consolidated, was reporting out to Henry 
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Ford and Charles Sorensen. When queried by Sorensen about 
“production schedules and the quality of workmanship at 
Willow Run” intimating that Willow Run was just as good as 
the other plants,” Lindbergh responded. “He tried to get me 
to agree with him and put me in a corner where I had to say 
bluntly that we were not making schedule and that the work-
manship on the first bombers that went through Willow Run 
was the worst that I had ever seen.” In subsequent meetings, 
Lindbergh recommended that the workforce be given time 
to learn their jobs thoroughly and then expand outward from 
that point. With ensuing changes, morale improved, quality 
defects called “squawks” decreased and production attainment 
improved dramatically. 

The next critical issue for Lindbergh was expediency of 
engineering changes and two key elements requiring attention 
on the B-24: improved armor plating and nose armament. 
Work began in earnest in August, 1942 after complaints from 
the field about the inferior plating as compared with the B-17 
Flying Fortress. The same criticism was raised about the poor 
and “fixed” nose armament especially from head-on attacks. 
Lindbergh attacked this quickly with a modified tail turret 
installation into the nose. 

There were many other issues that Lindbergh worked 
through while at Willow Run, but these stand out. Not only 
did he systematically work though these problems, but also 
he was the pilot who then took the aircraft aloft for the test 
flight. Many believe it was his endeavors that turned public 
opinion around about Willow Run which had been tagged by 
the Media with the nickname: “Willit-Run.”

Inside every large facility, there are untold stories about the 
people. At Willow Run this was no exception, in fact, it was 
on a much larger scale. I’ve briefly touched on the lives of 
a few people each of whom exhibited in their own way the 
spirit, determination and dedication which characterized the 
people who built the B-24 Liberators at the Ford Willow Run 
Bomber plant.

Excerpts and some quotations were used in part from the 
following publications in augmenting my personal notes and 
interviews:

Kidder, Warren Benjamin: Willow Run: Colossus of American 
Industry, KFT: Lansing, MI 1995.

Lindbergh, Charles A: The Wartime Journals of Charles A. 
Lindbergh, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc., 1970.

 “Little People With Big Jobs” Solidarity Magazine, October 
1997: 15-17.

 “Willow Run” Air & Space Magazine, August/September 
1992: 82.

The Colonel Was  
a Champion

2010 marks the centennial of the Eaton Golf Club, Nor-
wich, and coincidentally, the 65th Annual Liberator Salver 
Tournament. The tournament is named for a letter and B-24 
engraved on a plate of silver salver. This unique communica-
tion, announcing a donation to purchase a trophy for an 
as-yet-unnamed tournament, was from a certain Lt. Colonel 
Michael Phipps. Any other knowledge of his identity had 
been lost in the years since 1945. (See “Herald”, issue #43.)

The only clue was a reference in the salver letter to the 
Meadowbrook Club on Long Island. After further research, 
we found a reference in a 1933 “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” to a 
Michael Phipps who was a member of the Old Meadowbrook 
polo team. From there, a remarkable story unfolded.

To say that Michael Phipps was “a” polo player is an under-
statement. A 10-goal player, he was a member of 5 US Open 
championship teams and won numerous other tournaments. 
The three other members of his 1937 team were Stewart 
Inglehart, C.V. Whitney (see sidebar), and Cecil Smith, a 
Texas ranch hand who rose to become whom many regard at 
the best-ever at the sport. Polo was also very, very good to Mr. 
Phipps in another way: He met his British wife-to-be, Muriel 
P. Lane, while playing at a tournament in India.

As it did for so many others, World War II brought Phipp’s 
other pursuits to a halt. He became a member of the USAAF, 
where he began his association with the Second Air Division.

 Major (later Lt. Colonel) Michael Phipps was Intelligence 

Second Combat Wing officers, Spring, 1944. Kneeling in front L to R:  John 
Fino—wing bombardier; and Phillip Ardery—wing operations officer. Mid-
dle row L to R:  Michale Phipps—wing intelligence officer; Sam Ross—
wing communications officer; Carmelo Alba—wing statistical officer; and 
Eugene Porter—asst. operations controller. Back row L to R:  Fred Jar-
ecki—asst. wing intelligence officer; James McClain—wing navigator; and 
Vice Sieverding—wing intelligence officer. For more on James McClain 
and John Fino, see “Reunion Snapshot,” Herald #42. (Photo:  Phillip Ard-
ery via Kelsey McMillan)
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Officer of Ted Timberlake’s 93rd BG, later holding the same 
position with the Second Bomb Wing. 

During the run-up to Operation Tidal Wave, B-24’s were 
given permission to “beat-up” the English countryside in 
preparation for the low-level mission. According to Dugan 
and Stewart’s classic book, Ploesti, “English farmers were not 
as happy about it. They complained about horses in shock, 
cows gone dry, and bees on strike against May flowers. To 
satisfy speculations about the low-level target, Timberlake’s 
Intelligence chief Michael G. Phipps... planted a rumor that 
[the target] was the German battleship Tirpitz, hiding in a 
Norwegian fjord, beyond the range of the R.A.F. Bombers. 
Phipps borrowed Norwegian Navy officers to walk around 
the B-24 bases and go in and out of operations rooms. The 
Norwegians had no idea why, but they enjoyed their post 
exchange privileges.”

Timberlake, promoted to Brigadier General, recognized tal-
ent and took a number of his officers with him to his Second 
Bomb Wing command, Michael Phipps among them. In the 
book Bomber Pilot, Phillip Ardery remembered the Lt. Colo-
nel’s sense of humor:

During one phase of our lives together it 
became more or less customary for everyone 
to go to extremes in granting courtesy to the 
general. This, I think, sprang from the fact 
that there were a few very obsequious officers 
in another local headquarters who con-
tinually groveled before their commanding 
general. And so some of our officers enjoyed 
burlesquing them in their behavior toward 
General Ted.

In regard to the source of the burlesque, 
Mike Phipps had a story about a full colonel 
who each morning would walk in and stand 
in front of his commanding general’s desk. 
According to Mike, the colonel would say, 
‘Sir!’ Whereupon the general would look up 
with some irritation from the mass of papers 
in front of him and ask, ‘Well, what do you 
want?

‘Oh, nothing, sir—just sir, sir.’
And so Mike sometimes addressed General 

Timberlake as ‘sir, general, sir.’

Ardery also notes that Phipps was Wing Gunnery Of-
ficer, and was a talented member of the teams that critiqued 
the Wing’s performance on missions. Seemingly at home in 
England, Phipps also introduced Ardery to fellow British polo 
players and golfers. During his time overseas, Phipps flew at 
least 11 missions.

The portrait that emerges is of a talented sportsman and 

officer, with a sense of humor to match his easy grace. But 
perhaps the highest praise of all was provided by Michael 
Phipps’ daughter, Susan Phipps Cochran. Responding to a 
letter requesting some memories of her father, Ms. Cochran 
wrote:

Thank you for your letter of November 27. It was a 
delightful surprise to see my father’s handwriting and 
drawing again. A more wonderful man and father 
would be hard to find. Michael Phipps was honest, gen-
erous, humble, intelligent, a noted athlete and polo play-
er, a talented artist and not a bad musician, if you like 
the sound of bagpipes. As a father, he taught without 
raising his voice, let us make a mistake once, but never 
twice. He could reduce us to jelly by saying he thought 
better of us when we did something really stupid. Daddy 
spent a lot of time teaching us the different flora and 
fauna and how to try and walk in someone else’s shoes 
before passing judgment. We were instructed to “read all 
the news [and] newspapers before forming an opinion,” 
in other words to do one’s homework!” After he died, I 
remember trying to fill his shoes and gave up, realizing 
I couldn’t. He gave me the tools and rules so that I could 
wear my own shoes. I often find myself asking, “What 
would MGP do?” That he donated to your club is typical 
of the man. He was a gentleman through and through.

My youngest daughter Cecelia is a polo player, and 
when she went to Argentina was well received as it was 
found out that she was Michael Phipps’ grandchild. 
MGP was an international figure in the polo world, 
and to date I have yet to hear anyone say anything 
derogatory.

Again, I wish to express how delighted I am to have 
received your letter and article and photos. Thank you, 
and all the best for the 65th Liberator Salver Tourna-
ment and centennial of the Eaton Club.

Brig. General Ted Timberlake congratulating Mike Phipps, date and reason 
unknown. (Photo: Kelsey McMillan)
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It appears that the remarkable Mr. Phipps was not only a polo champion, but a crack Intelligence Officer, and a champion 
father as well.

THE WRITING 69th

By Jim Hamilton

Green Harbor Publications, Marshfield, Massachusetts, 1999 
ISBN 0-9717211-0-6

Reviewed by Lisa Niehoff

As I first thumbed through this book, I realized how im-
portant it was for me, as a novice to Heritage League, to fully 
comprehend the events that launched the hostilities in war 
torn Britain. I like to call it a crash course in the trials and 
tribulations of economic depression, politically hostile aggres-
sion, and the unprecedented human suffering that inevitably 
followed. All in all, this leads me to the ultimate conclusion 
that the airmen of the 8th AF were fighting in a particularly 
nasty war. I shall quote the old adage that seems well-suited to 
the 69th, “Learn what you need, and share what you know.” 

1942 was a most trying time for the nascent 8th Air Force, 
with its losses of men and airplanes. Civilian war correspon-
dents were steadfastedly trying to make sense of the horrors 
of the war, and as a team they produced some of the best 
hardship tales. However, everything was not simply written in 
black and white. “They became frustrated” and wanted to do 

their bit by going on missions as well. 

With permission granted via General Ira Eaker, eight war 
correspondents were chosen. “There were no safety guaran-
tees for journalists in a conflict zone,” and to fly in the 8th Air 
Force in those days was to hold a fateful ticket to the fright 
night special. It was either kill or be killed, and “there was 
always the possibility that one of the journalists wouldn’t live 
to tell the tale.”

The Writing 69th details the professional backgrounds of 
these particular journalists and the rather haphazard process 
of being trained to become an effective part of a bomber crew, 
as well as their personal recollections and struggles in a coun-
try bone-weary and laid waste by war. 

 American reporter, Bob Post, of the New York Times 
London bureau, was one of those looking for an opportunity 
to fly on a bombing mission and to experience the kind of 
first hand observations of what was going on in the skies and 
the risks that go with it. Although Post’s death is the central 
theme of this book, I found the story stretched far beyond 
that. Among the other participating correspondents was 
24-year old “Andy Rooney, the youngest of the group.” His 
friendship with fellow 69th-er, Walter Cronkite “began with 

 
 Michael Phipps was the grandson of Henry Phipps, Jr., founder of the Carnegie Steel Company. His father, 
Jay Phipps was also a successful businessman, owner of Grace Shipping and a Director of US Steel. His daugh-
ter, Susan Phipps Cochran (see letter in story) is a well-respected artist and sculptor, with pieces on display in 
the botanical gardens of Casa Phippsberger in Palm Beach and the New York City Fire Department Museum, as 
well as internationally in Dubai and New Zealand. Ms. Cochran’s daughter Cecelia, has followed in her father 
“horsesteps” and plays polo professionally. 

   As noted in the text, C.V. Whitney was also a member of the 1937 Old Westbury Polo Team. Cornelius Van-
derbilt “Sonny” Whitney was awarded the Legion of Merit and Distinguished Flying Cross for his service in 
World War I. He later co-founded Pan American Airways and returned to the USAAF in World War II. He was 
the first Assistant Secretary of the Air Force from 1947 to 1949.

[Editor’s note: For a fascinating, well-illustrated read about the family history and estate in Palm Beach, see “Garden Grandeur 
Endures at Casa Phippsberger,” at http://www.nysocialdiary.com/node/241877/print. (Trust me. You’ll love this.)]
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their coverage of the air war and continued through their 
years at CBS.” Cronkite is credited as being “the most famous 
of the Writing 69th. He moved to CBS after the war and 
gained fame as a CBS news anchor. Of his war experiences, he 
is characteristically humble.”

“The 3-day training which extended from Monday after-
noon February 1st to Friday morning February 5th took place 
at an air gunnery school at Instructional Site head-quarters 
located in Bovingdon.”  There was certainly no lack of cour-
age or adventure on Post’s part, and when the journalists were 
assigned “to a specific bomb group,” Post quietly became the 
sole volunteer to go with the B-24s.” After completing the re-
quired training” he reported to the 44th Bomb Group at Ship-
dham and was assigned to a plane, “Maisie,” flown by Capt. 
Howard Adams. On February 26, 1943, as the engines roared 
“the members of the Writing 69th boarded the B-17 and B-24 
bombers and participated in an attack on Wilhelmshaven, 
Germany.”

Violent conflicts are always dangerous places and it was 
unfortunate and sad timing for Bob Post and eight crew-
members when they were shot down and killed on February 
26, 1943. This is just one amazing story of several within the 
same genre I have read over the past couple of years that had 
an enormous amount of material, and was well-researched, 
highlighting the details and events leading up to Post’s death. 
The Writing 69th gives readers a clear and concise overview 
of the tragic circumstances and the developing camaraderie 
of both the British combatants and the American journalists; 
they were indeed ‘brothers in arms’. 

Excerpts from “The Writing 69th” have been used throughout 
this story (For additional information and some very nice pho-
tos, visit Green Harbor’s website at http://www.greenharbor.
com/wr69/wr69.html.)

Storming the Bombers: A Chroni-
cle of JG 4, the Luftwaffe’s 4th 
Fighter Wing
by Erik Mombeeck, A.S.B.L. La Porte d’Hoves, Linke-
beek, Belgium, 2009

Reviewed by Reed Hammans

From its humble beginnings as an almost accidental staffel 
to its decimation in the waning days of 1944, Volume 1 of 
this history of Jagdgeschwader 4 (JG 4) provides a microcosm 
of the use and abuse of the Luftwaffe’s fighter arm. In the 
hands of noted Belgian historian Erik Mombeeck, the story 
of this seldom-noted Gruppe is told though the poignant 
personal stories of the unit’s few survivors.

The origins of JG4 can be traced to a handful of pilots from 

another unit, JG 77, who were on a transit flight from the 
Soviet front to the Mediterranean in mid-1942. While resting 
on a field near Ploesti, Rumania, their 6 Bf 109’s were the 
only German unit positioned to defend the region when the 
HALPRO force made the surprise first USAAF attack on the 
storied oilfields there.

First designated as the Oil Protection Staffel, the unit was 
soon officially established as the First Gruppe of the new JG 4 
(I./JG 4). The gruppe was slowly brought up to full strength, 
with the typical 3 staffeln and an additional 4th staffel com-
prised of Rumanian pilots. 

The next year is remembered by the unit’s personnel as a 
pleasant interlude, with only an occasional “alarmstart” inter-
rupting their otherwise peaceful days of swimming, eating, 
and training, with “few indications that there was a war on.” 
But even now, the weakness of the Luftwaffe’s training pro-
gram was showing: Senior pilots even had to teach the novice 
pilots “when to correctly deploy their landing gear and touch 
down safely!”

This near idyllic existence was shattered on August 1, 1943, 
by the appearance of B-24’s flying the famous low-level Op-
eration Tidal Wave against the oil refineries of Ploesti. Despite 
their lack of experience, the pilots of I./JG 4 acquit themselves 
well, accounting for 8 of our raiders. By the time the gruppe 
transferred to Italy in December, it had atypically at this point 
in the war flown only one true combat sortie. In an example 
of Luftwaffe units being used as a “fire brigade”, the relatively 
inexperienced pilots were thrown into Italy in anticipation of 
an additional invasion and to bolster already-bloodied units.

The reality of the war soon hit home, when in Italy the 
unit’s men came into immediate contact with the pilots of 
JG 77, following their retreats from North Africa, Sicily, and 
southern Italy. Kurt Leopold recalls:  “…they were bitter–
both physically and mentally exhausted–at the end of their 
tether. If what we heard was to believed, we were in for some 
very difficult times.” And a rough time it was. According to an 
excellent appendix on losses, during their participation in the 
Italian campaign, I./JG 4 lost 40 men killed or missing, 26 
wounded, and 7 taken prisoner. Given that a 3-staffel group 
would have had a complement of between 36 to 48 pilots, 
this is a horrendous loss rate. 

The war was brought home in another way. While transfer-
ring from Romania, many of the men were granted home 
leave, where the toll of the Allied bombing was showing. 
Leopold experienced the RAF raid on Frankfurt on 20/21 
December 1943, and notes, “It would later take us virtually 
half a day to cross the city and reach the airfield–the journey 
had taken just 15 minutes the previous day.” As pressure in-
creased on all fronts, the gruppe would soon be transferred yet 
again, in response to the D-Day invasion and to participate in 
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the Defense of the Reich.

At this point in his narrative, the author devotes an im-
portant chapter to the story of the development of the sturm 
tactic–the use of very large formations consisting of heavily 
armoried FW 190’s covered and assisted by Bf109’s to make 
coordinated attacks on the bombers. Initially approved by 
Adolph Galland, the tactic was successful enough to be ex-
panded to the rest of the fighter force. This part of the book is 
essentially a recapitulation of an earlier book on Sturmstaffel 
1, and it is from this point the book really hits its stride.

Following the D-Day invasion, JG4 was rapidly expanded 
by two more Gruppen, with II./JG4 designated as the 
Sturmgruppe. Such was the state of the Luftwaffe’s person-
nel needs at this point, that most pilots were drawn from 
heavy fighter, glider, bomber, and even transport pilots. One 
captain, with at least a small amount of single-engine fighter 
experience, was given command of a staffel, despite a head 
injury which left him disoriented to the point that he had to 
have others command the formation when it entered cloud. 
The new units had little more than a few weeks to work up to 
combat status before being joining the “fire brigades”.

The “older brother,” I./JG4 stayed active, first during the 
tour in Italy, and finally, transferred to the Western Front. In 
Italy, despite high losses, which even included attacks by par-
tisans, the unit gained valuable experience fighting bombers, 
and scored some surprising successes.

Transferred back to the Reich for the addition of the stan-
dard fourth staffel, much of August was spent in training and 
blending in the flow of new pilots. Best described as ordered 
chaos, this period saw numerous losses during training ac-
cidents. The first-person observations of new pilots coming 
into the Gruppe provide an unusual glimpse into the minds 
of young men as they enter into a highly dangerous situation, 
but with a sense of duty and anticipation.

During this time, movements, whether by ground or air, 
were exceptionally dangerous. Flying accidents killed or 
injured not only new pilots, but experienced and hard-to-
replace commanders. Ground trips were subject attacks by the 
Resistance, causing serious casualties on at least one occasion.

Nothing better illustrates the situation for German pilots at 
this stage of the war, than the gruppe’s transfer to France. Ar-
riving at their airfield late one evening, the pilots were told to 
stay near their aircraft the next morning, and to make prepa-
rations to blow up their aircraft and “bug out” by truck in the 
likely event Allied forces appeared. The morning of the next 
day, the unit managed to get airborne and transferred to a 
field in Belgium. Upon landing, they were immediately beset 
by P-47’s which destroyed 6 of their number. The remaining 
109’s topped off their tanks and flew post-haste to a field near 

Antwerp, where they were grounded for 6 days due to a lack 
of fuel.

The rest of the tale is one of slow decline against the back-
ground of steady stress. Because of Allied air supremacy, the 
Luftwaffe’s fighter arm was driven into forested revetments in 
an often vain attempt to elude roving American and British 
fighters. In one account, a pilot describes how they disguised 
their grass field by placing cut-outs of Frisian cows on the 
take-off areas, hoping to fool any possible attackers. (To 
realize the relative strengths of the combatants, contrast this 
with Patton’s pre-invasion “fake army” across from the Pas de 
Calais.)

Throughout the retreat from the West to final duty in De-
fense of the Reich, the accounts paint a portrait of the inexo-
rable grinding down of the German fighter arm. Again, first-
person accounts vividly tell what it was like to try to penetrate 
fighter screens and get to the bombers, usually a futile, often 
fatal effort. By this stage of the war, losses were constant, with 
even experienced commanders overwhelmed or just worn out 
–a long ways from the restful days in 1943 Rumania.

Ample well-captioned photographs add to the narrative and 
provide visual evidence of the strain of combat day-to-day 
against overwhelming forces. The photos are well laid out, and 
in many cases are half a page in size, making detail strikingly 
evident. In a particularly telling photo, a young Lt. Linck 
stands, arm in sling, dark circles under his eyes, after surviving 
a collision with his wing man in the middle of an attack on 
B-17’s. Most of the photos, gathered by the author over years 
of research, are published here in an English volume for the 
first time.

The author provides excellent context in chapter introduc-
tions (the “Oil Fields of Ploesti is the best short summary of 
the early war in the Balkans), but stands back and lets the 
veterans tell their stories. Contemporaneous letters add to the 
narrative, exploring the experiences and motivations of those 
involved. Three appendices, with maps and victory and loss 
lists keyed to each chapter, add to the book’s research value. 

All in all, this is a superb, attractive book preserving impor-
tant stories from one of the Luftwaffe’s lesser-known units.
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63rd ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE SECOND AIR DIVISION ASSOCIATION 
ACTIVITY REGISTRATION FORM 

Listed below are all registration, tour, and meal costs for the convention.  Please enter how many people will be participating in each event 
and total the amount. Send that amount payable to ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC. in the form of check or money order or register 
online at www.afr-reg.com/2ndAir .  Your cancelled check will serve as your confirmation.  Checks returned for insufficient funds will be 
charged a $20 fee.  All registration forms and payments must be received on or before August 5, 2010.  After that date, reservations will be 
accepted on a space available basis.  All new registrations accepted at the convention will be charged a $10 onsite processing fee.   We 
suggest you make a copy of this form before mailing.  Please do not staple or tape your payment to this form. 
          
Armed Forces Reunions, Inc.                           OFFICE USE ONLY   
322 Madison Mews                Check #   Date Received    
Norfolk, VA 23510         Inputted    Nametag Completed  ______ 
ATTN:  2nd AIR DIVISION    

CUT-OFF DATE IS 8/5/2010 
Price Per 
Person 

# of 
People Total 

REGISTRATION PACKAGE 
Includes Breakfast Buffet on Saturday, Sunday and Monday; Dinner on 

Friday, Cajun Dinner Buffet on Saturday and Banquet on Sunday; 
Hospitality Room, Entertainment, Administrative and additional 

convention expenses including a $10 AFR registration fee. 

Please indicate the total number of people/packages 

Package                                         
Price 
 
$310  $ 

Please select your entrée choice(s) below:   
FRIDAY DINNER:                                         Herb Panko Crusted Redfish    
                                                              Lemon Rosemary Chicken Breast    
                                                                                                   Vegetarian    
SATURDAY: CAJUN DINNER BUFFET      Indicate number of people attending    
SUNDAY BANQUET:                                                                  Prime Rib    
                                                                                      Roasted Sea Bass    
                                                                                                   Vegetarian    

TOURS  
FRIDAY: CITY TOUR $ 35  $ 
SUNDAY: NATIONAL WWII MUSEUM $ 39  $ 
Total Amount Payable to Armed Forces Reunions, Inc. $ 

Please write your name as you would like it to appear on your nametag. 

FIRST _________________________LAST ______________________________________BOMB GROUP______________ 
 SPOUSE AND GUEST NAMES __________________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________PH. NUMBER (_______)________-____________ 

STREET ADDRESS______________________________________ CITY, ST, ZIP__________________________________ 

DISABILITY/DIETARY RESTRICTIONS____________________________________________________________________ 
(Sleeping room requirements must be conveyed by attendee directly with hotel) 

MUST YOU BE LIFTED HYDRAULICALLY ONTO THE BUS WHILE SEATED IN YOUR WHEELCHAIR IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN 
BUS TRIPS?  YES   NO  (PLEASE NOTE THAT WE CANNOT GUARANTEE AVAILABILITY). 
 

EMERGENCY CONTACT___________________________________________ PH. NUMBER (______)______-__________ 

ARRIVAL DATE ____________________________ DEPARTURE DATE_________________________________________ 
ARE YOU STAYING AT THE HOTEL? YESNO ARE YOU FLYING? DRIVING? RV?  
 

For refunds and cancellations please refer to our policies outlined at the bottom of the convention program.  CANCELLATIONS WILL 
ONLY BE TAKEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:00am-5:00pm EASTERN TIME (excluding holidays). Call (757) 625-6401 to cancel convention 
activities and obtain a cancellation code.  Refunds processed 4-6 weeks after convention.   
 
 
 

REGISTER ONLINE AND PAY BY CREDIT CARD! 
www.afr-reg.com/2ndAir  



 
 
NOTE: This is the CORRECT schedule.  
That which appeared in the PRINTED 
and mailed Herald #44, is outdated. 
                                               -Brian M. (6/3/10)  

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
63rd ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE SECOND AIR DIVISION ASSOCIATION 

SEPTEMBER 10-13, 2010 
OMNI ROYAL ORLEANS HOTEL 

621 ST. LOUIS STREET, NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70140 
 

Wednesday, September 8 
   Early Convention Arrivals  
   Hospitality Room Open for Duration of Convention. Informal 

games available throughout the convention. 
 

     
              Thursday, September 9  

2:00pm - 6:00pm Convention Registration Open  
   A Group Welcome Desk with local attraction information will be 

available throughout the convention. 
 

   Evening on own.  
     

Friday, September 10 
8:30am - 9:30am Convention Registration Open  

10:00am - 3:00pm CITY TOUR (description follows)  
3:30pm - 5:30pm Convention Registration Open.   

Additional hours will be posted at the convention, if necessary. 
 

6:00pm - 7:00pm Cocktail Party- Cash Bar  
7:00pm - 9:00pm Dinner  

     

Saturday, September 11 
7:00am - 9:00am Buffet Breakfast  
9:30am - 11:00am Business Meeting  

11:15am - 12:15pm Heritage League Meeting  
2:00pm - 4:15pm Informal Heritage League Round Table Discussion  
6:00pm - 7:00pm Cocktail Party- Cash Bar  
7:00pm - 9:00pm Cajun Dinner Buffet with Entertainment and Dancing  

     

Sunday, September 12 
7:00am - 9:00am Buffet Breakfast  

10:00am - 3:00pm NATIONAL WWII MUSEUM (description follows)  
6:00pm - 7:00pm Cocktail Party- Cash Bar  
7:00pm - 9:00pm Banquet Dinner with Entertainment and Dancing  

     

Monday, September 13 
7:00am - 9:00am Buffet Breakfast  

   Farewells and Departures  
 

REGISTER ONLINE AND PAY BY CREDIT CARD! 
www.afr-reg.com/2ndAir  
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