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Heritage League Convention 2023—
Two Generations Join Our Legacy
WWII Veteran in Norwich

— By Marybeth Dyer and Sue Risley

F

or some of us, it felt like we went home again.
For others, it was the first time. This year we
had three generations of our WWII veterans

Our Annual Business meeting was on Monday
at the American Library. Some of our members who
could not make the trip joined us on Zoom. After the

meeting, there was a reception hosted by the Memorial
Trust. Everyone got a chance to see the newly remod-
eled library. We ended the day with a barbecue hosted
by Sir John White at his Salle Farm Estate. It was such
a treat to walk through his beautiful garden.

On Tuesday we went to Norfolk and Suffolk
Aviation Museum in Flixton. This museum is close to
the 446 BG Bungay. Thank you to all the volunteers
there who made
our visit extra spe-
cial, especially to
museum volunteer
Michael Keitch for
all his hard work.

Let the convention begin! At the opening reception at the Maids Head
Hotel, Allan Hallett (right), top turret gunner, 389 BG Hethel, confers
with champion promoters of the Hethel Airbase Museum, Fred Squires
(left) and Kevin Waterfield. All agree this is an occasion to remember.
Photo: Beverly Tomb.

visit. Our Veteran Allan Hallett, 389 BG Hethel, accom-
panied by his family; our second-generation members
and friends, and fourth generation youth Axel Derbidge
453 BG Old Buckenham, and R.J. Huntley, 379 & 392
BGs Wendling. Going back to Norwich always feels like
a family reunion as we shared events with the 392 Bomb
Group Memorial Association. That certainly made this
convention quite special.

We started our week on Sunday with a service at
Norwich Cathedral and then a welcome reception at
the Maids Head Hotel. Seeing all our British friends
who support the American library, bases and museums
made for a wonderful experience.

We were present-
ed with a memo-
rial service where
we laid a wreath in
memory of the 446
BG and dedicated
a refurbished mo-
saic display which
embraces the con-
tributions of per-
sonnel from the
48 U.S. states to
the Second Air
Division. We then
visited the 446th
Bungay base and

Our veterans' fourth generation youth
participated with us in several events in-
cluding this re-dedication of the 392 BG
Memorial near Wendling on Wednesday.
Axel Derbidge (L), great-grandson of
LT. Albert Biel, 453rd pilot at Old Buck-
enham and R.J. Huntly, great-nephew
of LT. John Slowik, 392nd navigator at
Wendling. Photo: D. Dovey.

(continued on page 3)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

—Christopher D. Clark (489 & 44 BGs)

I am honored
and privileged
to be elected
President of

the Heritage
League of the
Second Air
Division. I want
to personally
thank Marybeth
Dyer, our past
President, for all her outstanding work for the Heritage
League in a number of roles and all of her continuing
work as Membership Vice President. Marybeth adds
so much to our Heritage League that I would like to
say congratulations on your being a recent recipient

of the General Kepner award which you have so
deserved. Also, I would be remiss if I did not put

in print a resounding THANK YOU for leaving the
Heritage League in such a strong position for me to
continue your outstanding example of leadership.

I am a proud nephew of the late Staff Sergeant
Charles Franklin Clark, (489 & 44th Bomb Groups).
My uncle flew 47 missions and was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross by General Leon W.
Johnson (14th Combat Wing Commander after
command of 44 BG).

Many of you know me as a researcher at the
National Archives in College Park, Maryland. One of
my most precious items is to have their Researcher
Card. It is a complete HONOR to have access to these
records that were generated at all the bases in England
during the war. To see the name of your relative or the
subject of your research in front of you, from that war,
is a feeling I wish all of you will be able to experience
one day. Documenting someone or some event is why

the archives exist.

Marybeth Dyer and Brian Mahoney have been
working hard on trying to finish up "The News from
The Greatest Generation," the Heritage League's
project to assemble and digitize the post war years of
newsletters from the bomb, fighter groups, support
units and headquarters. This is part of our mission to
find and preserve for history the acts and sacrifices of
the Second Air Division in defeating Nazi Germany
in the Second World War. It has not been an easy task,
but there is light at the end of the tunnel. On Aug.

10, the Heritage League delivered to the Library of
Congress the digital and paper copies from this project
(see news story in this Herald).

Our membership rates will increase by $5 for
the upcoming year. The Executive Committee has
approved new rates to help defray our cost increases
and has added a student rate for those under 26. The
new rates are: $25 for members (Emailed Herald), $35
members (paper Herald), Veterans are free (Email)
or $30 for paper, students-$20 (Email). You will find
our 2024 membership renewal form on page 35 of this
Herald.

I will do my best to continue the leadership role
that all past presidents of the Heritage League have
demonstrated and who are ready and able to advise me
when needed. I shall rely on them for their advice and
wise counsel.

If you have not volunteered for any service to the
Heritage League, please consider asking our new Vice
President for Volunteers, Don Freudenthal, whose
father was group bombardier and historian of the 489
BG. Don will be able to match people up with projects
that help preserve the history, effort, and sacrifices of
all the personnel of the Second Air Division, Eighth
Air Force, ET.0. WWIL.
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Farewell But Not Goodbye

—Marybeth Dyer (458 BG)

Time has gone so fast. It seems
like it wasn’t that long ago that
we were deep into the planning
of the Norwich convention and
Normandy and now we are

all back remembering what a
great trip it was and sharing
our pictures. We will share our
experiences and pictures in this
Herald. Hope you enjoy it!!

At our Annual Business meeting, we elected new
officers for 2-year terms. [ am very grateful for the
eight years that I was President and thankful for the
amazing Board that made my job easier. Chris Clark,
your new President, will do an amazing job. I will
continue to do membership duties, so I am not out of
the picture completely.

What I have learned in the last eight years, is that
if you surround yourself with like-minded people,
there is a lot you can get accomplished. We still have

(continued from page 1)

were able to see some of the original buildings which
were, surprisingly, not too worn-down. We had a very
nice lunch hosted by the Royal British Legion at its
hall in Bungay. After lunch we went to Seething Tower,
home of the 448 BG. The museum is extraordinary! A
special thank you goes to Pat Everson and all the volun-
teers who opened the tower just for us. Some of us went
across the road to check out the Tindall Ales Brewery
where we tasted the notable Liberator Ale.

Wednesday, off to Wendling, home of the 392 BG,
where we attended a memorial ceremony dedicating
a new plaque at its Memorial. We toured many areas
that still have traces from the base. We had a wonder-
ful lunch at the Ploughshare and returned to the hotel.
Some of us went on a Norwich ghost tour. It was very
interesting and the aminated tour guide must be in the-
ater arts.

Thursday was a free day. Some people went to
Blickling Hall, others to Cambridge American Cemetery
and a few chose to just enjoy the time on their own. Our

A special welcome is conveyed to Vet Allan Hallett by the 448th
Seething tower museum's loyal champion, Pat Everson.

Pat has been a key supporting presence behind the museum's
well restored war collections there. Photo: D. Dovey.

more work to do and we have a lot to be proud of. But
we can’t do it alone. We need your help to reinvent
ourselves and get younger members more involved.
We need to make sure that what we are working so
hard for is not lost. So, I'm asking each and every one
of you to help us with your ideas. Spread the word
with your family and friends. Let’s rekindle the pride
of all our Veterans who came home and remember
those who did not. They deserve it.

Quick story. I went to a funeral yesterday for a
Veteran named Ernie Perez. He was in the 93 BG.
When he was alive, he always wore his 93rd BG hat
because he was so proud of what he had done. At the
funeral, I met Ernie’s brother, Charlie, and he was
continuing the pride by wearing his brother's hat. Let
that be an example of continuing the legacy and never
forgetting what all those brave airmen endured and
experienced. We owe that to them.

In ending, thank you again for allowing me to be
your President. It’s been an honor and privilege.

Finally, our lives are filled with busy moments and
events. Take some time to remember a Veteran and thank
them for their service. It will mean the world to them.
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Farewell Banquet at Dunston Hall took place on this day
as well, albeit in the evening. We enjoyed Eddie the bag-
piper as we got off the bus, a beautiful Color Guard and,
of course, our traditional candle lighting ceremony. It was
a wonderful evening spent with our British friends. We
found it difficult to say goodbye not knowing when we’ll
be visiting again.

Friday, we boarded the bus to London. Peter Chapman
MBE, former Lay Cannon of St. Paul's Cathedral, arranged
a wonderful service at the American Chapel, and we ended
the day with a delicious dinner at the Cote Brassiere where
we sang Happy Birthday to Sue Risley and Jim Melynk. We
were joined by several Daughters of American Revolution
members from the Walter Hines Page Chapter in London.

It was an amazing Convention. We always enjoy seeing
people experience this for the first time.

It is so emotional getting to see where your Veterans

Welcome reception on the opening night at the Maids Head Ho-
tel. All were in good spirits as a bright sun shone on the event.
Our valued local supporters welcome convention organizers,
President Marybeth Dyer (458 Horsham St Faith) and Treasurer
Sue Risley (446 Bungay). Photo: S. Dyer.

spent their time and maybe we walked where they walked so long ago. Thank you to the entire 2023 Convention

Committee for all the hard work. We send our special thanks to Colin Mann and his partner Alex Geldard, who

made things so much easier for us by helping with the U.K. parts of the visit. We will definitely be coming back.
In the words of the Color Guard at our farewell banquet at Dunston Hall—

They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.
When you go home, tell them of us and say:
For your tomorrow we gave our today.

Heritage League annual meeting on the second day was
held at the American Library located in the Norwich Forum.
It was well attended both in person and via Zoom. Photo: D.
Dovey.

Treasurer Sue Risley presents the Heritage League's $8,000
contribution for the American Library to Richard Middleton,
Chairman of the 2AD Memorial Trust. Photo: D. Dovey.

Library research? Fourth gens R.J.
Huntley (392nd) and Axel Derbridge
(453rd) make use of the research
time after the annual meeting in the
American Library with their style of re-
search! Photo: S. Dyer.
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Minutes of the 2023 Heritage League
Annual Meeting—July 24, 2023 (Unapproved)

President Marybeth Dyer called the meeting to order at 10:35am British time (5:35am EDT) at the
American Library, Norwich, England.

Invocation: Sue Risley gave the invocation written by the late Earl Wassom 466 BG.

The Pledge of Allegiance: was led by R.J. Huntley, 4th Generation 392 BG.

President Marybeth Birmingham Dyer welcomed everyone present then continued with her opening remarks.
She began with a story about her father Frank Birmingham and uncle Robert Birmingham who both served in
the 458 Bomb Group and as she attended her first Heritage League convention in Savannah with them, she saw
the importance of the Heritage League and its missions and goals in remembrance of our veterans' service. She
named and thanked all those who serve on the staff and as assistants for the Heritage Herald: Martha Pedersen
who runs our veterans outreach program, Nancy Hildebrandt who maintains the website, Colin Mann who is our
British liaison helping in every aspect of planning the convention, Ralph Winter for planning and coordinating the
Normandy visit add-on, and Sue Risley, co-chair for this convention. She continued with Membership Committee
and Heritage League project reports:

Membership

On July 23, 2023 five new members joined. There are 39 honorary life members (HLM WWII veterans), the
oldest being Don O’Reilly (305, 491, 44 BGs), father of Colleen Mersman. The most senior attendee and only
World War II veteran at this convention is Allan Hallett (389 BG).

Heritage League Projects

News of The Greatest Generation: Chris Clark has been in touch with the U.S. Library of Congress and has
arranged for a group to take most, if not all, of the original newsletters which have been digitized in the first round
and present them to the library in early August.

Flower Fund: A background was given on how the fund started, first as a project paid for by past presidents,
and how, at the suggestion of Chris Clark, was changed to a fund that all can donate to. The fund now sponsors a
wreath to be laid at all 13 ABMC cemeteries in Europe and North Africa where World War II Eighth Air Force,
Second Air Division servicemen or MIA are buried or listed.

Convention 2024: The annual convention will be held along with the 93rd Bomb Group in Colorado Springs,
CO in the fall of 2024.

Secretary's Report

Beverly Tomb (in attendance) presented the minutes of 2022 Annual Meeting for approval. Sue Risley made a
motion to approve. Mary Lord seconded the motion.

Minutes for the 2022 Heritage League Annual Meeting were approved.

Treasurer Report

Sue Risley conveyed the Heritage League's $8,000 contribution to Richard Middleton, Memorial Trust
Chairman, for the American Library.

Sue reported that as of July 5, 2023, there was a net balance of $31,000 in the account. She also reported that
the League is in receipt of a $500 donation from the Walter Hines Page Chapter of DAR and thanked Laurie Atkins
for her support in securing the donation.

Amazon Smile program has been discontinued. It brought in $2,000 for the life of the program.

Volunteers Report

Doug Dovey reported on behalf of Brian Mahoney that we greatly appreciate the contributions from our vol-
unteers. We can't get by without the involvement of our active volunteers and announced our newest volunteer,
Elizabeth O’Shaughnessy, who is research coordinator for our collection of newsletters from the greatest gen-
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eration. In addition to those volunteers Marybeth mentioned, we thank Barb Figueroa with membership; plus,
the following who assist with production of the Heritage Herald newsletter: Lisa Niehoft in Iowa, Dallas King in
Indiana, Robert Lee, in Alabama, and John Pitman in Nevada.

Communications Report

Doug Dovey highlighted four platforms with which we communicate with our members and the public. The
Heritage Herald is published 3 times a year. Heritage League Website which is overseen by volunteer Nancy
Hildebrandt and the Heritage League Facebook page managed by members of the Heritage League Executive
Committee. One important note about Facebook, there is an unofficial Heritage League site whose title ends in the
word "Group." Our official Facebook page ends with "USAAE" Lastly, members are welcome to view our month-
ly Executive Committee Board Meetings which are via Zoom webcast the first Wednesday of each month at 8pm
Eastern time. Just request your link to the Zoomcast via our Heritage League website or contact Membership VP
Marybeth Dyer. Our 2020 and 2021 annual meetings were recorded and can be viewed on YouTube as will this
year's meeting.

Lastly, we are pleased to announce that our archived newsletters from over 15 folded Second Air Division
bomb group associations, headquarters and support units (we are obtaining more) can be searched as entire col-
lection with a single search entry. However, due to the large storage size of our "News of the Greatest Generation,"
archive, it currently prevents individuals from directly making this search. Brian Mahoney is endeavoring to en-
able this access in the future when we obtain large enough public server access. For now, our League volunteers
will initiate this search in our archive for you on request.

Report of the Memorial Trust of the Second Air Division

Richard Middleton, Chairman of the Memorial Trust of the Second Air Division USAAF, reported on the ac-
tivities of the Second Air Division Memorial Trust. His topics were: improving public awareness of the American
Library, announced that Dr. Linda Shepard has assumed the position of Library coordinator, referenced the 3-year
and one-year scholarship programs at the University of East Anglia and also in the U.S. Richard reported on the
state of the £5.3 million principal trust fund with estimates of future disbursements. He thanked the estate of Dale
Dyer, a former 458 BG pilot, for the donation of $51,000 to the Trust. He also announced the arrival of two new
Governors to the Board, Dr. Sam Edwards and American businessman C.]. Bolster.

Report of the American Library

Orla Kennelly reported that Jane Appleton has been working on expanding the contact list of 2nd Air Division
Family and Friends. There is now a 2nd Air Division Meeting Room available for use. The Reading Across the
Pond and the Reading America book groups are going strong as are Special Events at the Library. New memorial
plaques for the wing libraries will be installed soon. The 14 photographs at the Library’s Roll of Honor shrine will
be refreshed with new faces. This process will occur every few years. New folders for the Roll of Honor will soon be
added to the collections. Upcoming events include the Big American Read, a new monthly online talk series and
the inaugural Second Air Division History Seminar this November.

Delegate Committee Report

Irene Biel Hurner presented the report which states:
The Heritage League of the Second Air Division (USAAF) is a non-profit, non-political organization composed of
U.S. veteran families, friends, and supporters. The veterans themselves are honorary members. It is registered with
the Internal Revenue Service under Tax Code Section 501(c)(3). Its Tax Identification Number is 36-3590698. As
such, all voting members present are official delegates. The reasonable cost to such attendees is construed to be a
charitable contribution and may be deductible by those who itemize deductions on their annual income tax re-
turns. The Heritage League cannot provide advice on these matters. Members are advised to seek their own pro-
fessional advice as may be needed. The convention Chairperson will make a finalized list of all regular members of
the League who attended the meeting and publish that list with the minutes in the Heritage Herald.

Irene Hurner made a motion to accept the Delegate Committee report, to declare all regular members attend-
ing the annual business meeting be official delegates, and that it be so documented in the minutes of the meeting.
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The motion was seconded by Sue Risley. Motion approved.

Nominations Committee Report--Election of Officers

Irene Hurner presented the slate for the 2023-2025 Executive Committee and asked for any nominations from
the floor. There being none, Irene moved the nomination be closed, seconded by Ralph Winter. The following of-
ficers were voted in for their two-year terms:

President—Chris Clark

Vice President—]Jim Birmingham, returning

Secretary—Colleen O’'Reilly Mersman, returning

Treasurer—Sue Risley, returning

Membership VP—Marybeth Birmingham Dyer, returning

Communications VP—Doug Dovey, returning

VP for Volunteers—Don Freudenthal

Concluding remarks

Marybeth concluded by thanking everyone for attending including those from the U.S. in the very early morn-
ing hours via Zoom. She thanked everyone for their support during her second presidency term. She also wel-
comed incoming President Chris Clark and VP for Volunteers Don Freudenthal and offered her and the board's
support to their duties.

President Dyer adjourned the meeting at 11:45 BDT (6:45am EDT)

Attendance List for Heritage League Annual Meeting
Monday, July 24, 2023, American Library, Norwich England.

Attendees Bomb Group = Membership

Allan Hallett 389 BG HLM Ralph Winter 392 BG Pres Yes

Laurie Atkins Yes Deborah Wood 392 BG

Norm Canfield 491 BG Yes Attendees via Zoom

Priscilla Canfield 491 BG Yes Bob Books 392 BG Yes

Becky Bergeron 389 BG Yes John Marx 93 BG Yes

Axel Derbidge 453 BG Yes ]im Root 93 BG Yes

Steve Dyer 458 BG Yes Vicki Warning 466 BG Yes

Joel F!eck 392 BG Yes Kurt Warning 466 BG Yes

IC)onn%e Fleck 392 BG Yes Heritage League Ex-Com Members—in person
ennis Harrell 392 BG

Robert J. Huntley 392 BG Marybeth Dyer 458 BG Yes

Laurie Huntley 392 BG Yes Doug Dovey 44 &392BGs - Yes

David Long 389 BG Yes Dan Freudenthal 489 BG Yes

Marv Betz Lord 458 BG Yes Irene Hurner 453 BG Yes
Sy EEE o Sue Risley 446 BG Yes

ﬁ;ﬁhﬁgrbfd igz ig Beverly Tomb 466 BG Yes

. Heritage League Ex-Com Members—via Zoom

Marcia Melnyk 466 BG Lapsed Jim Birmingham 458 BG Yes

Richard Middleton Memorial Trust Chairman Chris Clarkg 14 %489 BGs  Yes

iﬂiﬁ;ﬁneu ;g; Eg Brian Mahoney 467 & 492 BGs Lapsed

Mark A. Stasney 392 BG Yes Colleen Mersman 44 & 491 BGs  Yes

Janet F. Stasney 392 BG Yes American Library Staff

Martha Testagrossa 389 BG Yes Orla Kennelly

Douglas Tomb 466 BG Yes Jane Appleton

Susan Giesing Williams 392 BG Yes Dr. Linda Sheppard

Lauren Cortese (Scholar)
Gold Star Family member
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Central to the convention events was the good ole Maids Head Hotel " P :
which claims they are the oldest hotel in the U.K. with a rich history. #%hﬁéggrsgfgsnﬂgﬁgfg Itrf:qlglrt]lg IAC;ZKZ’nIiSSgﬁ%: i\;ft'
This year their Bentley auto from their collection was available for a dicated on his vest patches. He confirms the routing
short tour around the city. Photo: D. Dovey. with Dennis Harrel (392 BG). Photo: D. Dovey.

Scenic BBQ at Salle Manor Estate. With the sun setting on a
beautify manicured garden and the meal grilling; our group con-
verse outside before stocking their plates and moving to the
L'Orangie for dining.(room on the right, formally a greenhouse for

winter fruit and vegetables). Photo: B. Tomb.
Veteran Allan Hallet presents our dinner host Sir John White,

a memento special to him, a model tractor. (Sir John has a
collection of full-size U.S. built tractors). Photo: B. Tomb.
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2nd Air Division Memorial Trust Report for the HL
By Richard Middleton, Chairman of the Trust, July 2023

On behalf of all the Governors and staff of American
Library welcome. I am pleased to see so many familiar
faces and to meet some new ones. We are honoured that
Allan Hallett has made the journey again with his fami-
ly and I hope you all enjoy your stay in Norfolk.

From the Trust’s point of view, it has been a rela-
tively quiet year for the American Library, character-
ised by the welcome return to fitness of the sick and in-
jured staff and the subsequent increase in Library ac-
tivities. The Trust’s funds have been impacted by the
sluggish performance in the world stock markets and
the effects of rising operating costs, caused by inflation,
and it is these factors that have exercised the Governors
over the last few months.

We were all sorry to hear that both Bob Birmingham
and Earl Wassom have ‘folded their wings’ during the
year, which was particularly poignant as they made
such a big impact when they appeared over the live link
at the celebration for the American Library in May last
year. We were also extremely sad at Tony Harmer’s ill-
ness and death which came as such a surprise. He was
an outstanding Governor who did a great deal for the
Library.

Orla Kennelly, the Trust Librarian, will cover the
activity over the year in her report so I will not dwell on
that, other than say it is good to not only to get back to
a full routine of wide-ranging activities but also, as you
will hear, the programme for the rest of the year is no
less varied. It is also good to see that we have been and
will continue to work with other organisations as that
can only improve awareness of American Library and
encourage its greater use, as will the use of simultane-
ous live and virtual events. In addition, you will learn
more about our plans to improve access to the archive.

Orla will cover staff matters but I would like to say
that [ am pleased that we have been able to give Linda
Shepherd the role Library Coordinator, it means that
we have a single point of contact for Trust matters and
so hopefully things won’t fall through the gaps. The
Library has been extremely well-served by our perma-
nent and temporary staff and scholars.

Talking of scholars, Rex Rowley has completed his
year as a University of East Anglia (UEA) Scholar and
has indeed already returned to the U.S. He completed
his PhD in record time during which he and his wife also
had a son. We are grateful for his efforts and he is still
doing some work for us remotely from the U.S. to see

out his time. Rex is a talented man and a name to look
out for. Lauren Cortese, our other UEA Scholar, is com-
pleting her second year of the three-year Scholarship
and she has really come into her own, becoming a ful-
ly integrated member of the staff and making an enor-
mous contribution to the life of the Library. The Walker
Scholarship was awarded to Lucy Menheneott, an
American Studies student, who will spend her year in
the U.S. at San Francisco State University. These schol-
arships are an excellent way to make an impact and
keep the memory of the veterans alive. Unfortunately,
we have had some difficulty recruiting scholars for the
one-year scholarship next year as the pool of candidates
seems to have shrunk dramatically. Jacqueline Fear
Segal, Orla and Thomas Courtauld are working with
the University to try to find a solution and it looks like
at the last minute we might have found a suitable candi-
date. We are also actively advertising for the three-year
scholarship to replace Lauren next year.

As 1 said, finance has been the main focus for the
Trust Governors over recent months and in particular
to ensure that we have sufficient income to meet ris-
ing costs. The value of the Trust’s investments has re-
mained pretty much as last year, standing at about
£5.3m. The investments are arranged in such a way that
we draw sufficient income from dividends to meet our
commitments. The funds are divided into various pots
but the main one is the Capital Fund, the income from
which is used to pay salaries and other running costs,
apart from books and scholars. There are separate funds
for the scholars and books and those are fine. The in-
come the Trust receives from the Capital Fund divi-
dends is paid to us by the broker in four equal quarterly
installments; historically any spare money has been re-
invested for use in various projects, such as the refur-
bishment. With the cost of salaries and other things ris-
ing, the Governors have had to assess whether the divi-
dend income is sufficient or whether we will need to in-
crease the size of the Capital Fund at the expense of the
fund we use for projects. Last year there were some un-
expected pay rises and payments to cover relief work-
ers for staff off sick, which we had not budgeted for.
Fortunately, we had sufficient reserves to cover them.
To make sure we have predictable costs which will al-
low us to draw the necessary funds from investments.
We are working with Norfolk County Council to make
sure we get regular and predictable salary invoices and
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that there will be discussion before any additional staff
costs are incurred. I would like to emphasise that the
Trust has sufficient funds to meet expected costs it is
just a question of making sure money is in the right
place at the right time and that we are able to make the
most of any surplus by investing it in a separate fund
the Governors can use for other projects. The financ-
es were helped by a further generous legacy of $51,000
from the estate of Dale Dyer, a pilot on the 458 BG, in
addition to the $28,000 I told you about last year.

I am pleased to say that we have co-opted two new
Governors to the Board. Dr Sam Edwards who is a his-
torian and long-standing friend of the Library; he edited
the last version of the Library Handbook and has giv-
en a number of lectures for us in the past. The second
Governor is C.J. Bolster who is an American business-
man who has settled in Norwich. He has a background
in management consulting and executive search within

the health care and education sectors.

Finally, we are planning to refresh the photographs
on the wall in the memorial area of the Library. It was
always part of the plan that the faces should be changed
every couple of years. There are 14 faces on each side
of the Roll of Honor and the intention is to keep the
four Medal of Honor recipients and then on each side to
have a representative B-24 crew made up of men drawn
from the different bomb groups and a fighter pilot. We
will record the old wall and keep it in a suitable fold-
er with information on each of the individuals. We very
much want to work with yourselves, the BG associa-
tions and local enthusiasts to create something which
everyone can feel part of.

I hope you enjoy your stay in the UK and that the
bird flu restrictions don’t curtail your visits too much.
I look forward to meeting you at the various functions
during the week.

—Heritage League Yearly Financials—
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Report from the American Library, 2022-2023

By Orla Kennelly

Presented by Orla Kennelly,
Trust Librarian, at the Business
Meeting on Monday July 24,
2023.

Introduction

The team of library staff
and scholars have been work-
ing hard to embed our new events programme and are
delighted to be welcoming ever increasing numbers of
individual visitors and groups to the American Library.
People are borrowing more books both in library and
online than they were pre refurbishment and we are do-
ing better than overall library trends. In December Dr.
Linda Sheppard was appointed to the role of library
coordinator and has taken on responsibility for Trust
administration. Our contacts list is still expanding and
we are delighted to have more contacts with Second
Air Division Family and Friends than we did five years
ago. Jane Appleton has spearheaded this work. We
have launched a call for library volunteers and are ex-
cited to be welcoming new people to the library team
across a variety of volunteer roles. This will support
us in new planned work on the film and archive col-
lections which is being led by Orla with the support of
Michelle Zielonka.

Second Air Division Meeting Room

The Second Air Division Meeting room is now
available for use and has been regularly used for
American Library events as well as by library service
colleagues and external groups. Every group is offered
an introductory tour of the library. We have installed
a new audio-visual system to better facilitate digital
and blended events and meetings and intend to further
promote use of this space for Second Air Division and
U.S. culture activities.

Events

The Regular events programme is going from
strength to strength with an average attendance of 30
people per month at Reading Across the Pond Book
Group, the Reading America Book group and at the
digital coffee and conversations. You can also now
book a librarian live on Zoom. These are pre booked
1:1 research advice sessions for customers with 2nd
Air Division history queries.

Since October we have hosted 220 people at spe-

cial events hosted in the American Library, 58 people
at offsite events, met 100 people while hosting stalls
at outreach events, and engaged with 170 children and
young people during formal visits as well as drop-in
story time during Children’s Mental Health Week host-
ed by library scholar Lauren Cortese.

In October we were honored to host Horror Noire:
An Evening with Professor Robin R Means Coleman,
a film screening and Q&A delivered remotely from
Northwestern University. In November we were proud
to host the Launch of Faith Horror, a new book by
Dr. Linda Sheppard, our library coordinator and for-
mer scholar. Another former scholar Suzanne Solomon
joined us in January to mark Holocaust Memorial Day
with a talk about her own father entitled, 7 Shook Their
Hands. I Didn't Cry: A Jewish Airman in WWII. We are
pleased to be supporting continued research into WWII
histories. Our current UEA student Joel Young spoke
on The Forgotten Chorus: The Story of an African
American Choir as part of the Black History Month
programme in February.

American Library Wing Collections—
Sprowston, Dereham, Long Stratton
and Attleborough

New memorial plaques for the wing libraries will
be installed soon. New bound folders for the Roll of
Honor held at each wing library as well as some brand-
new WWII book stock will also be added to the collec-
tions. They will then be officially launched at ceremo-
nies with local library management and civic dignitar-
ies in Fall 2023.

Upcoming Special Events

Afulllist of our upcoming events is on our Eventbrite
page. In the Fall we will launch the Big American Read,
a countywide reading promotion which will see books
selected by our team along with our publicity materi-
al going into 47 library branches and five mobile routes
across Norfolk. We are working in this with our main li-
brary service colleagues. We are very grateful to all the
groups and individuals who have donated to the library
book fund over the years as they enable us to buy new
and up to date stock every month for the benefit of the
people of Norfolk.

We will launch a new monthly online talk series in
September—Americans in WWII East Anglia. We will
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play host to the Royal Photographic Society East Anglian Documentary Group exhibition late this year and next.
This focuses on the end of Operation Argument "Big Week" and the 445 Bomb Group at Tibbenham. We are ex-
cited to be hosting Their Finest Hour, a University of Oxford project that aims to collect and digitally archive the
everyday stories and objects of the Second World War that have been passed down from generation to generation.
We will host a nationwide flagship day at Thetford Library in South Norfolk on Saturday October 21. We will also
host the inaugural Second Air Division History Seminar on Saturday, November 18. The call for papers for this is
open until August 25, and again, there is more information for you on: www.americanlibrary.uk.

Flixton/Bungay & Seething

The rededicated Memorial to the Second Air Division. Wreaths
and many poppy sticks memorialize this restored mosaic dis-
play representing the sacrifices of airmen from the 48 U.S. states.
Each state is represented on the mosaic capped by the state's of-
ficial stone. The Aviation Museum restored what formerly was the
base of a pond located outside of the original Second Air Division
Memorial Library in Norwich (now known as the American Library)
until it was disassembled after fire brought down the library. Pho-
to: D. Dovey.

Standard bearers from Flixton's Royal British Legion lower the col-
ors during the memorial ceremony honoring the Second Air Division
at the Norfolk and Suffolk Aviation Museum grounds. The colors
were then raised again. Photo: D. Dovey.

Airbase Bungay's former industrial facilities were in surprisingly rea-
sonable shape. We believe this is the parachute and other support
facilities. Word has it that this area will be opened to the public in
the future. Photo: D. Dovey.


http://www.americanlibrary.uk
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Next to Bungay's wall mural of the United States is the 706
Bomb Squadron emblem, a flying Pegasus. Photo: D. Dovey.

At Bungay's former recreation hall, Heritage League past presi-
dent Irene Hurner with her 4th Gen grandson Axel point to
their home states on the wall mural painted by Bungay airmen.
Photo: D. Dovey.

Farewell salute. The staff of the Seething Museum
wave goodbye to our departing bus. Photo: M. Dyer.

Past President Marybeth Dyer presents a Heritage League wreath honoring the
Seething 448 BG memorial. The museum complex is a great representation of
these restored WWII facilities. Photo: D. Dovey.
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Wednesday

Beeston/Wendling

There is nothing like a bar topped by B-24 Liberator to add more
atmosphere to pints of ale. Poughshare Pub friendly bartenders
brought out the cheer for the luncheon event. Photo: D. Dovey.

Reenactor Peter Wood with his Crusader flight jacket and patch,
greats 392 BGMA President Ralph Winter at the entrance to the re-
furbished Ploughshare Pub before a welcome luncheon. The pub
was frequented by airmen from Wendling located a short distance
away. Photo: D. Dovey.

The liberators of Wendling. Bright and expressive, this armada on the
wall of the officer's mess was painted by airbase personnel. Longtime

friend of the Heritage League, a young John Gilbert and his family were After dinner, we were guided on a ghost tour of Norwich.
temporarily housed in a room in this hall during construction of the base Our able tour guide blended fiction and some fact into an
after German bombs destroyed their home. Unfortunately, this building interesting presentation. No ghosts were spotted, howev-

is being sold by the owner with its future fate unknown. Photo: D. Dovey. er. Photo: D. Dovey.
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Thursday

Convention Farewell Banquet

Eddie the piper serenades us as
we offload from the bus to enter
Dunston Hall for the farewell ban-
quet. Photo: D. Dovey.

The convention farewell banquet was held at Dunston Hall, attended by over 80 friends and
supporters. The hall is part of a former wealthy industrialist's estate which now serves as a ho-
tel and golf resort. Photo: D. Dovey.

(Below L-R) Marybeth Dyer (458 BG), Ralph Winter (392 President and Gold Star son), Bev-
erly Baynes Tomb (466 BG, past HL president), Axel Derbidge (4th Gen 453 BG), Mark Stas-
ney (392 BG), Irene Hurner (Axel's Grandmother, past president, 453 BG), Fred Squires (389
BG Hethel museum), Colin Mann, (a key local supporter to all 2 AD BGs). Photo: D. Dovey.

Standard bearers from the Royal British
Legion present the colors opening the
farewell banquet. We valued their regi-
mental delivery. Photo: S. Dyer.
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President Marybeth Dyer confers with the Reverend Paula Hol-
lingsworth, Head Chaplain, who conducted the special Roll of

Honor service at the American Chapel with our sponsor and for-
mer Lay Cannon Peter Chapman MBE. She also led the Cathe-
dral's Evensong service after ours concluded. Photo: D. Dovey.

View of the American Chapel altar. Facing the roll
of honor, this is the most forward section of the Ca-
thedral and this section was hit by a Luftwaffe bomb
during the blitz of WWII. Photo: M. Dyer.

Friday

London & St Paul's

At St Paul's American Chapel, Reverends Hollingsworth and Cou-
pland conduct the special memorial service for our group with Mr.

Peter Chapman, MBE and former Lay Cannon of St Paul's. Photo:
D. Dovey.

The Roll of Honor, located behind the Cathedral's high altar, was un-
veiled by Queen Elizabeth Il in the presence of Vice President Nixon
in 1958. It lists more than 28,000 Americans based in Britian who lost
their lives. A page is turned daily. Photo: C. Mersman.
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On the way back to the hotel after leaving the London Millennial
pedestrian Bridge, the group pauses to view an impressive sight
of St Paul's. Jewel of London and survivor of Luftwaffe bombs,
the Cathedral is an 18th century masterpiece of renown architect
Christopher Wren. Photo: D. Dovey.

Veteran Allan Hallett with family at St Paul's main chamber. (L-R)
Al and Becky Bergeron, Barry and Martha Testagrossa, and Allan.
Their trip had to be shortened and they returned to the U.S. before
Normandy. Photo: MB. Dyer.

Passport control at port of Dover. Unfortunately, a three hour delay
in our journey to Normandy occurred due to the heavy summer va-
cation traffic and the new requirement to check everyone's pass-
port at the port thanks to BREXIT. Our group made the best of it
as we disembarked the bus to pass through the control booths.
Photo: D. Dovey.

After our London banquet, a short stroll to the Millennial pedes-
trian Bridge crossing the River Thames offered a remarkable
backdrop of the London nightscape. L-R, Jim Melnyk (466th),
Susan Williams (392nd) Doug Dovey (44, 392nd, VP Communi-
cations), Marcia Melnyk, Don Freudenthal (489th, new Volun-
teers VP) and Steve Dyer (458th). Photo: MB. Dyer.
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Visit to Normandy

—By Marybeth Dyer & Sue Risley

This year we added a four day follow-on trip to
Normandy after our Convention. Most of us had never
been to Normandy, so this was an amazing trip. Here is
a summary of what we did.

Saturday. We left the hotel in London and headed
to Dover (we saw the famous cliffs of Dover) where, af-
ter three hours delay for individual passport checks, our
bus took us on the ferry to Calais France. We watched
The Longest Day on the bus to get us ‘ready’ to see the
beaches. After a long day we arrived in the cute town of
Bayeusx, the first city in France to be liberated and where
we stayed.

we went to the Bayeux Tapestry Museum. The famous
tapestry is over 200ft long and chronicled William the
Conqueror of England in 1066. Basically, a story em-
broidered on linen. We ended the day at Bayeux War
Cemetery where most of those buried are from the
British Commonwealth.

Monday. The weather was rainy all day. We started
the day at Omaha Beach where the Second Air Division
bombers were assigned their bomb runs followed by
the landing of the 29 and 116 Infantry Divisions.. We
have seen enough pictures to close our eyes and imag-
ine what it was like to storm that beach. There were
many U.S. casualties because of the German

position on the bluffs which needed to be
climbed. Onward to the Normandy American
Cemetery. Our group held a special ceremo-
ny at the memorial statue in the center of the
cemetery's colonnade. Involving the entire
complex; it began with our National Anthem.
Then Heritage League President Marybeth
Dyer, 392 BG President Ralph Winter and
4th Gen Axel Derbidge presented a wreath in
memory of all who rest there, including the 114
Second Air Division airmen buried and listed
as missing. The bronze memorial statue "Spirit
of American Youth Rising from the Waves"
prominently casts its spirit over the cemetery.

Our Normandy visit troop pose at one of the reinforced 150 mm German long
range artillery bunkers. With a range of 12 miles, it was intended to defend more
than one of what turned out to be our D-Day landing sites. Photo: D. Dovey.

Sunday was a full day.

We started at the Pegasus Bridge Museum and the
Pegasus bridge. This is the bridge where the first Allied
forces (British) landed in gliders to start the invasion
of Normandy. As we were visiting the bridge, there was
fly over by the French Air Force aerobatic team. It was
very appropriate and our tour guide, Svetlana, told us
(tongue in cheek) that she had arranged it just for us. We
continued to Sword beach where the British landed and
then to Juno beach where the Canadians landed. We
always hear about the Americans at Normandy but so
many more countries participated. We then headed to
Longues-sur-Mer battery where we saw four long range
guns the Germans set up about 400 yards from the
beach. In thick concrete bunkers, they had a range of
12 miles, intended to hit any arriving ships. From there

We went on to locate three special graves:
Stanley ]. Prazak and Charles Stratton, Jr. of
the 392 BG. Both died on June 23, 1944. They
were on the same crew. We also visited and honored the
grave of our own Allan Hallett's cousin: 1.LT. Albion
Woodrow Hallett, 358 INF, died July 3, 1944. We laid
six roses on behalf of Allan, Becky, Al, Martha, Barry
and David, Allen’s family who were with us in Norwich.
It was a very emotional time for all of us. Then to the
Omaha Beach Landing Museum. Omaha Beach is
where the Americans suffered the highest casualties
of D-Day. Next to St Mere Eglise where we visited the
church where one paratrooper’s parachute caught on
the spire, and he hung there for many hours playing
dead. 101 Airborne Division paratroopers are pictured
in stained glass inside with a special memorial.

Utah Beach and the Museum was our next stop.
23,000 American soldiers landed and parachuted there.
Our final visit was the La Cambe German Cemetery—a
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darker and also solemn setting. The day was amaz-
ing and very moving. We will never forget.

Tuesday. We traveled to Mont Saint Michel, the
rocky tidal island and one of the top pilgrimage sites
of Christendom through the ages. It appeared as a
magical mirage on the horizon. We climbed among
a traffic jam of fellow tourists, the more than 200
steps to reach the abbey at the top where monks and
sisters still work and live. Great exercise! The view
was amazing, especially with the tide all the way
out. We ended the day with a cocktail party at the
Churchill Hotel before our second farewell banquet
of the trip. Thank you to Ralph Winter with help
from Sue Risley, who planned the entire four days
including bus, hotel and our farewell meal. We are
so grateful for their expertise and hard work putting
this together.

(Left) While visiting the Pegasus Bridge, site of the pre-invasion
night glider landing force to secure the bridge, we were enlight-
ened by the coincidental flyover by the French Air Force Aerobat-
ic team. Seeing these airplanes fly overhead while we walked on
the glider landing field caused us to pause and reflect about the
sacrifices and successes of the landing forces that day. Photo: C.
Mersman.

With blustery drizzle falling, Heritage Leaguers gather to pay trib-
ute at the grave of our Vet Allan Hallet's Cousin: 1.LT. Albion Hallet,
killed July 3, 1944. Six roses were placed on behalf of Allan and his
family accompanying him who, unfortunately were not able to join
us. Photo: via D. Dovey.

Readying for the shuttle with Mont St. Michel prominently in the
background, our troop waits patiently for our turn to take us to the
crowded island. Photo: D. Dovey.
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Thoughts Regarding My Trip
to Norwich and Normandy, 2023

By Axel Derbidge (4th Gen 453rd) with an Introduction by Irene Hurner

From the time the Heritage League announced its convention would be held in Norwich, England in 2023,
Axel, my now ten-year old grandson, with the blessings of my daughter, Gretchen Derbidge, started planning to
join me. Axel’s sister, Emma, had gone to Norwich in 2019, so he had heard the stories and wanted to see Norwich
and his great-grandfather’s base for himself. As any family knows, there is lots of planning involved.

Axel and I arrived two days early to allow for a visit to Old Buckenham, my father Albert H. Biel's base, home
of the 453 Bomb Group. Now it is home of the 453 Bombardment Group Museum with the largest collection of
453rd memorabilia in existence (according to the website) and the Eighth Air Force Heritage Gallery. It is still an
active small airport.

After arriving back home in Nevada, Axel gave his thoughts to his mom and also told some of the things that
he learned: "My main purpose of the trip was to have an opportunity to see where my great grandfather was sta-
tioned during the war. There were many cool things in the
museum at Pa Bert’s base, and I watched a bi-plane practice
take off and landings as it was getting ready for an air show
the following weekend.

"At Norfolk-Suffolk Air Museum, one of the machine
guns was converted to laser so that I could see where I was
shooting. I got to sit in a plane and saw how complicated its
controls are. Pilots had to know a lot in order to be able to
fly. It was an honor to be asked to lay a wreath at the rededi-
cation of a memorial to the Second Air Division. I wore my
B-24 shirt that lists my great grandfather’s missions on the
back.

"I saw a Morse code machine at the RAF Oulton Museum
in Blickling Hall. If a person got shot down, a kite could be
flown with Morse code on it to let others know he needed
help. Senior Volunteer Jonathan Reeve also told me that his
father had been involved with the museum, and that this
had been a satellite base for the 458 BG for a while.

"Being asked to lead the Pledge of Allegiance and to light
a candle with my grandma was an honor.

"I am really glad that I was able to meet veteran Allan
Hallett. He got to go home after the war and waited a long

Memorial at 453 BG, Old Buckenham. This was Axel's great-  time to come back to Norwich conventions.

grandfather's base housing a museum, Jimmy Stewart's " .

Cafe and the Eighth Air Force Heritage Gallery. Photo: . It was great to meet Colin Mann and Alex after Emma
Hurner. told me so much about them.

"Even though I didn’t understand all that was said, it was special that there was a service in the American
Chapel at St Paul’s Cathedral in London for all those Americans who were killed in action.

"When we visited the beaches of Normandy, I wore my shirt that says "we walk where they walked" and heard
stories about the landings and the death of so many soldiers. It is devastating that the ocean turned red with the
blood from the soldiers. I was very sad that so many people died fighting for their country. Some probably had
kids and then those children had to grow up without a dad. I will remember helping to lay a wreath at the cem-
etery in Normandy.

"I liked hearing the stories about life on the bases and the veterans’ missions because Pa Bert was sick so he
couldn’t tell me what happened.
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"I want people to know that it is a lot different to go and see the stuff in real life than just watching it on TV

or learning about it at school.
"I can’t wait to go to another convention. Maybe I will be able to go to Colorado Springs in 2024. I want to

spend more time with my grandma and to hear more stories."

Richard Middleton, Chairman of 2AD Memorial Trust, con-

verses with Axel about the 392 Bomb Group display be- Respectful presentation. Fourth-Generation Axel Derbidge great-

hind them in the American Library. Photo: I. Hurner. grandson of Albert Biel (453 BG) places one of several wreaths hon-
oring the restored Second Air Force Memorial at the Norfolk Suffolk

Aviation Museum at Flixton, near Bungay airbase. Photo: D. Dovey.

Axel taking aim with a British machine gun at the Norfolk and Suffolk

Aviation Museum in Flixton, where the newly dedicated Second Air

Division Memorial is located near 446 BG Bungay. Photo: I. Hurner. Axel with our priceless in-country supporters, Colin Mann and

partner Alex Geldard are readying for convention's farewell ban-
quet. Photo: |. Hurner.
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The White Cliffs of Dover

—by Lydon C. Allen, 44 BG

Just as the author referenced in this story, the Heritage League troop also said goodbye to England at the White
Cliffs of Dover but, we traverse the long slow line of cars and trucks waiting for ferries. Photo: D. Dovey.

I am sure each of us has memories of our first mis-
sion and that's what this is all about—my specific mem-
ories of our first. The White Cliffs of Dover play a signif-
icant role in those memories.

My memory fails me as to the preliminaries of, what
we thought to be "baptism of fire." I am sure we fairly
well followed the sequence Louis W. Wust described in
the March 1980 issue of the Second Air Division Journal,
Page 10. The wakeup, a usual truck ride or walk to the
mess hall, those delicious powdered eggs, the truck ride
to the flight line--all done thousands of times by thou-
sands of other Second Air Division members.

Of course, to us gunners, the briefing took on a dif-
ferent aspect from that to which it did to pilots and oth-
ers to whom it was so pertinent. It was more of an oc-
casion of seeing where we were going, what to expect
along the way, etc. The obtaining of our flight clothes
was very similar to that which Louis described. One
thing he left out, though, was that we were always issued
some form of nourishment to take along to help sustain
us on our waiting to get back to the next meal. For the
longer flights, I'm sure all remember those "C" rations
we were issued; for the shorter ones we were usually giv-
en candy bars. (For us, "Ping Bars" were the predomi-
nant type. No one on our crew liked them except me, so
I usually made some pretty good trades and really en-
joyed more than my share of "Ping Bars." Wish I could
have one now—even with my diabetic condition!)

This "Number One" [first mission] for us was to be
the bombing of an airfield near Nancy-Essy, France, on
August 18, 1944. After assembling over England some-

where, we headed east. Our plane was one of the last in
the formation and, as I was tail gunner, I had no other
planes to see and give me moral support.

Leaving the English coast was the significant aspect,
to me, of our first mission. Ever since I had geography
back in elementary school, I have heard of, and have
seen pictures of, the White Cliffs of Dover, and there
they were, directly below me! How beautiful; how mag-
nificent; just as they had been shown in pictures! At first,
I completely forgot the apprehension of this being our
first mission. But as I watched those white cliffs starting
to become smaller and as we continued east; they be-
came even smaller until finally they were gone! That ap-
prehension suddenly came back. What were we getting
into? What did we have to expect before us? Would I
ever see those beautiful cliffs again? I'm not the only one
who ever had that feeling, I know, but with no planes
behind me and the cliffs gone, what next!

Well, it turned out to be a milk run; no flak, no
"Jerries", no nothing. The bombing was good. Our first
mission had accomplished its purpose. It was not the
"baptism of fire" we had anticipated. It was just a long
eight hour and twenty-minute flight.

Yes, coming back I did get to see those majestic clifts
again. I saw them several times later, by the way, but
never with that apprehension that was there on the first
mission; the apprehension that was so accentuated by
the passing of those White Cliffs of Dover over the ho-
rizon as we went east on that first mission.

Reprinted from Second Air Division Journal, 1981-

06, page 16. &
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Library of Congress Accepts Records of
News of the Greatest Generation

In the setting of the Library of Congress's main reading room, Heritage
League President Chris Clark passes our current copies of "News of
the Greatest Generation" to library staff: Librarian Dwight Powell and
Supervisory Librarian Wanda Whitney. Chris displays a letter from the
former editor of the Second Air Division Journals, Ray Pytel, transfer-
ring all their Journals to the care of the Heritage League. Photo: B.
Tomb.

vide such a broad scope and are also so detailed at this
level of command in the Army Air Forces for WWII.
Thank you so much for considering the Library. For
myself at least, and undoubtedly for the Library as well,
I want to deeply thank you for this donation."

"I want to convey a collective Thank You to all the
people who had even a small hand in this project "The
News of The Greatest Generation.' This is a perfect ex-
ample of our mission to collect and share the History
of the Second Air Division," said Clark. "This is a sig-
nificant means to preserve the history of the Division.
People who have not been born yet, will now have these
materials available to research the sacrifices and accom-
plishments of the men that flew the B-24 Liberator from
the fields and small towns of East Anglia, England dur-
ing World War II. All should be proud of the combined
efforts of this major project." _&.

Heritage League project sponsors proudly delivered
paper and digital copies of our "News of the Greatest
Generation” to the U.S. Serials and Government
Documents Section of the Library of Congress (LOC)
on August 10, 2023. Our archived collection consist-
ed of individual publications from over 15 bomb and
fighter group associations, headquarters, staff agen-
cies, and support units associated with the Second Air
Division of Eighth Air Force in WWIL.

Past presidents Brian Mahoney (467 & 492 BGs)
and Beverly Baynes Tomb (466 BG) joined newly elect-
ed President Christopher Clark (489 & 44 BGs) to meet
with LOC officials at the Washington DC Jefterson
Building. Thanks to the involvement of Librarian Mr.
Dwight Powell, U.S. Anglo Division, for his interest in
gathering WWII Eighth Air Force documents and re-
cords; he and Chris Clark made contact to set up the
transfer event.

LOC military history specialist Will Elsbury com-
mented on the package, "The material you have do-
nated is fantastic. Going through the boxes of news-
letters with their descriptions of operations and see-
ing the faces of those who took part--I could have read
through all of them if I'd had the time, and I know I
will look through them in greater detail once they have
been fully processed for the Library of Congress’ col-
lections. This body of material will be well used by re-
searchers. There are few collections like yours that pro-

Heritage League project team for "News of the Greatest Generation"
deliver our packages of paper and digital journals, letters, and mes-
sages from Second Air Division associations and units to the delivery
room at the Library of Congress; under the guise of U.S. Anglo Divi-
sion Librarian Dwight Powell. (L-R) President Chris Clark, Beverly
Baynes Tomb, past president; Librarian Powell and Brian Mahoney,
past president/volunteer VP. Photo via C. Clark.
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Happy Birthday VETS!

The Heritage League is pleased to acknowledge our Veterans’ birthdays who have recently, or are about
to celebrate their ‘special day’

HELP! We have been able to get photos of some, but not all of our Veterans who served in the 2nd Air
Division. We strive to highlight more Veteran birthdays as a regular feature, but we need your help as we do not
have photos of all. If you have a fairly recent photo of your Vet, please email it with “2AD VET Birthday’ in the sub-
ject line to: ddovey@hotmail.com.

Our country is filled with much promise for tomorrow’s generation, all because it was shaped by legends

like you who risked your lives defending our nation. HAPPY BIRTHDAY! We honor you and thank you for

our freedoms today.

Most senior of our group of
our birthday veterans. 392
BG Wendling waist gunner
Havey Naber is going strong
and hits 105 this November.
Wow! Photo D. Dovey.

Joe Joiner was a fighter pilot
with the 4FG, 335FS, Deb-
den AB, marks his 102 years
in November. Retired as a
Colonel, he performed with
the Air Force aerobatic team
in the P-51 as well as sever-
ing in Korea and Vietnam.
He earned two DFCs, nine
Air Medals. Family photo.

Ed Berthond makes 104
this November. A 445
BG Tibenham pilot, Ed
received a special visit
on the occasion of his
last birthday by the U.S.
Senator from lllinois.
Photo: Janelle Walker.

B-24 pilot and Captain, Le-
land Spencer, 93 BG Hard-
wick, celebrates his 101st
birthday this coming Febru-
ary. Family photo.

Clair Rowe, a tail gunner
from 448 BG at Seething
marks his 103rd year this
October. Photo: Lynelle
Rowe.

466 BG Attebridge instruc-
tor pilot Jim Lorenz, will cel-
ebrate 99 years this Decem-
ber. Awarded five Air Medals.
Photo: Mary Lorenz.

Happy in his Savannah re-
union hat, Don O’Reilly, mili-
tary policeman with the 305,
491 and 44 Bomb Groups.
This November, he turns
102. Photo: D. Dovey.

Will Noden, lead navigator
from 467 BG Rackheath, will
mark 99 years this Septem-
ber. Family photo.

Whatever you guys are doing—keep it up!
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Heritage League Wreath Program

—By Beverly Baynes Tomb

Our exceptionally dedicated friend Colin Mann displays the two wreaths
to be presented at the Cambridge American Cemetery Cambridge. 93
BG on left and Heritage League wreath on right. 1,442 Second AD air-
men are buried and listed there as missing. Photo: via Colin Mann.

The Heritage League Flower Fund provides floral
arrangements for placement at 13 overseas American
cemeteries each Memorial Day to honor and remember
those in the Second Air Division (2AD) of the USAAF
who lost their lives during WWII.

Dedicated local friends of the Heritage League
personally place our flowers at the three cemeter-
ies holding the majority of 2AD airmen: Colin Mann

Totally dedicated to this effort, Luc Dwez and family display the
two large wreaths presented at the ABMC Ardennes Cemetery.
694 Second Air Division airmen are buried and listed there as
missing. Photo: via Luc Dwez.

(Cambridge), Luc Dewez (Ardennes), and Ari-Jan van
Hees (Netherlands). At the other ten cemeteries, we ask
ABMC staff to send us photos of our flowers.
This year, we highlight three notable additions to
the program:
o First, thanks to your generosity, we
were able to expand our presence at the
Netherlands American Cemetery with
a large standing wreath placed in the
Court of the Missing. Our beautiful trib-
ute garnered attention from the American
Military Attache in the Netherlands and
the Ambassador of the United States of
America to the Netherlands!
o Second, we connected with members of
the Daughters of the American Revolution
who live in Italy, and who place a wreath
at Florence American Cemetery each
Memorial Day. We look forward to work-
ing with them in the future.

Our dedicated volunteer Arie Jan Van Hees, with honored assis-
tants Colonel Tom Sadler, U.S. Defense Attache with U.S. Ambas-
sador Duggal, join in setting the large Heritage League Wreath at
the Netherlands ABMC Cemetery last Memorial Day. 598 Second
Air Division airmen are buried and listed there as missing. Photo:
via Arie Jan Van Hees.
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Additionally, the Heritage League presented a wreath at a special ceremony at the Normandy American
Cemetery last August following the Norwich convention. Although a rainy setting, we recognized the extraordi-
nary sacrifices of the 9,388 buried and 1,557 listed on the wall of the Missing, including 114 from the 2AD.

Many thanks to all of you who donate to the Flower Fund, to the cemetery staff who sent us photos and to
Colin, Luc and Ari-Jan who arrange for and physically travel to place our flowers and honor our fallen heroes.

See the photos and captions that didn't fit into this Herald on our Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.
com/HeritageL.eague2AD or our website at: https://heritageleague.org/.

For more about the overseas cemeteries maintained and promoted by the American Battle Monuments
Commission, visit: https://www.abme.gov/. _é.

Pausing to reflect on their wreath placement at the centerpiece stat-
ue named "Spirit of American Youth Rising from the Waves" at the
Normandy American Cemetery, in honor of those who gave their
lives in WWII; Ralph Winter (392nd), Axel Derbidge (4th Gen 453rd)
and past President Marybeth Dyer (458th) solemnly pause to re-
flect. Photo: |. Hurner.

The Heritage League special honor ceremony was held in rainy con-
ditions at the colonnade of the Normandy American Cemetery; the
participants and audience were not deterred. Photo: D. Dovey.

We appreciate gifts from members inspired by
an individual to whom we are all connected. We wish to thank
members who have contributed to the Heritage League

IN MEMORY OF... Donors —Folded Wings—

Robert C. Birmingham (458 BG) Jim Birmingham Earl Wassom 5/22/23 466 BG

Michael Caputo (467 BG) and Yvonne Caputo Russ.“ell Neatrour 6/3/23 453 BG
Teddy Caputo Ernie Perez 6/27/23 93 BG

2 LT. Marion Eugene Gore (445 BG)  Jerry Gore

Burton Madison (453 BG) Deborah Simms-Watson

Alvin J. Stasney (392 BG) Mark and Janet Stasney

Raymond E. Sullivan (453 BG) Tim Sullivan


https://www.facebook.com/HeritageLeague2AD
https://www.facebook.com/HeritageLeague2AD
https://heritageleague.org/
https://www.abmc.gov/
https://www.abmc.gov/
https://www.abmc.gov/
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8th Air Force Historical Society Reunion

49th Annual 8th Air Force Historical Society Reunion
Ontario, California on October 18-22, 2023
REGISTRATION DEADLINE—September 23, 2023

We provide the following abbreviated schedule and hotel information for the reunion. More details and
registration form are located at their website: (8thaths.org) . The Heritage League will not be formally at-
tending as our annual meeting was held during our visit to Norwich this past July.

REUNION SCHEDULE

Wednesday, October 18
8:00am — Reunion Registration open
6:00pm — Welcome Reception, followed by dinner on your own

Thursday, October 19
8:30am — March Field Air Museum & Planes of Fame Museum ~ Includes Lunch
7:00pm — Buffet dinner and program: Greg Stathatos ~ B-17 Archaeology Founder

Friday, October 20
7:45am — Group Meetings
9:00am — Palm Springs Air Museum ~ Includes Lunch
7:00pm —Rendezvous Dinners

Saturday, October 21
8:45am — General Membership Meeting
12:00pm — 8th AFHS Board Meeting
11:00am — L. A. Farmer’s Market & Hollywood [Includes Grauman’s Chinese Theatre]
7:00pm — Gala Dinner and Program ~ Col Erik L Aufderheide, USAF AFRC 452

Latest Hotel (as of August 2023)
The room block at the Ontario DoubleTree Hotel opened up but may be sold out again for Wed Oct 18..
Rooms rates were $179 + tax = $204.06 Reservations: (800) 222-8733. The cutoff date is Sept 23.

The backup hotel is the Best Western Plus hotel is located directly across the street from the Ontario
Double Tree!. Room rates at Best Western Plus were:

o KING ROOM- $129 per night plus tax for a total of $142.75 (includes breakfast)

e 2 QUEEN BEDS- $139 per night plus tax for a total of $158.11 (includes breakfast)
Best Western Plus reservations are made DIRECTLY with the hotel—this is NOT a call center:
(909) 937-6800. The cutoff date is Oct 11.

*Simply request the 8th Air Force Historical Society Reunion Rate (listed above).
BOTH hotels have complimentary shuttles from the airport as well as FREE parking.
If you have ANY questions or concerns, please contact Debra Kujawa directly:

(912) 748-8884 or managingdirector@8thaths.org.



https://www.8thafhs.org/
mailto:managingdirector%408thafhs.org?subject=
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Big Week—Lest We Forget

—by Myron Keilman, 392 Bomb Group

The Mighty Eighth Air Force's Big Week was
February 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25, 1944. A high pressure
weather condition stagnated over Germany that allowed
visual bombing of strategic industrial complexes during
the course of the week. Maximum efforts of all B-24 and
B-17 groups took place. On the Baltic Sea coast, primary
targets were Tutow, Rostock and Straslund. In the heart
of Germany were Magdeburg, Oscherzleben, Bernburg,
Leipzig, Brunswick, Helberstadt, Aschersleben,
Wernigerode, Marburg, Gotha, Schweinfurt. The 15th
Air Force bombed Regensburg.

The 392 BG bombed Helmshedst, as a target of op-
portunity with fair results on the 20th; another target
of opportunity-- a fighter airfield at Vorden, Holland
on the 21st with good results; a weather recall on the
22nd; an English weather standdown on the 23rd; then
Gotha's big Messerschmitt airplane plant (works) on
the 24th with outstanding results and finally on the 25th
we bombed the airplane plant near Nuernberg (Furth)
with excellent results.

The Eighth Air Force lost 50 bombers and 10 fight-
ers that week. 155 German fighters were claimed.

On the 24th of February, the 392nd led the 14th
Bombardment Wing. LT. COL. Lorin Johnson, our
Air Executive Officer, was the Command Pilot. LT.
Jim McGregor and his crew, with LT. Robert Good as
bombardier, of the 579 Squadron was the lead crew.
Squadron bombardiers were LT. Ziccarellie on Feran/
Standers crew of the 576th, and LT. Joacham, of LT.
Read's crew, of the 578th.

97% of the three squadrons’ bombs struck the big
Messerschmitt works. The Presidential Distinguished
Unit Citation was awarded the 392 Bombardment
Group (Heavy) for outstanding performance. Seven air-
planes, with crews, were lost. The following citation tells
it all:

GENERAL ORDERS NUMBER 128

CITATION

30 APRIL 1945

The 392 Bombardment Group (H), Second Air
Division, is cited for outstanding performance of duty
in armed conflict with the enemy on February 24, 1944.
The Group dispatched thirty-two (32) B-24 type air-
craft, the maximum number available, to bomb the
most valuable single target in the enemy twin engine
fighter complex, the aircraft and component parts fac-

tory at Gotha, Germany. Of these, one was forced
to turn back shortly after takeoff. Flying as the lead
Group of the Second Combat wing in the Division
formation, they were attacked by the enemy upon en-
tering the Dutch coast. In the bitter aerial battle that
ensued, the Group was viciously attacked for over two
and a half hours by approximately one hundred and
fifty (150) enemy fighters, consisting of FW 190s, ME
110s, ME 210s and JU 88s, who raked them with can-
non and rocket fire and even attempted air to air and
cable bombing in vain effort to disrupt the formation.

As the 392 Bombardment Group (H) neared the
initial point, the units of the lead Combat Wing were
observed to be proceeding on divergent courses. The
Group was faced with the decision to follow the lead
units of the Air Division to a questionable target and
maintain the integrity of the Division formation or to
pursue a separate course that might later prove to be
erroneous, and which would expose the Group forma-
tion to even greater enemy attacks. The Group chose
the latter, and maintaining perfect formation, valiant-
ly fought its way through the flak defenses to bomb
the target with pin-point accuracy, virtually destroy-
ing it. Although seven of their aircraft were lost to the
relentless enemy in the battle into and from the tar-
get, and an additional thirteen aircraft suffered battle
damage, they accounted for the confirmed destruc-
tion of sixteen enemy fighters, the probable destruc-
tion of one and the damage of five additional fighters.

The destruction of this high priority target was a
serious blow to the German Air Force and was a con-
tributing factor to its impotency in the invasion of
Continental Europe. The aggressive courage, deter-
mination to their task at all costs, and combat effi-
ciency of the air crews together with the professional
skill and devotion to duty of the ground personnel of
the 392 Bombardment Group (H) have reflected great
credit on themselves and on the armed forces of the
United States.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL KEPNER:
FRANCIS H. GRISWOLD
Brigadier General, U.S.A.

Reprinted from Second Air Division Journal, Winter
1988, page 21.
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Kids' Corner—Color-In

Please share this Kids Corner page with your family and friends' children to continue our legacy to enlighten
them about their ancestry's contributions to the victory of WWII.

The scenes below describe missions flown during the winter months of 1944. It starts with "Big Week" mis-
sions, known as "Operation Augment," a maximum effort for the 2nd Air Division, as well the entire 8th Air Force,
to hamper Germany's aircraft and weapons production facilities; thereby reducing their response capability for
the D-Day invasion planned for four months later. At that time, nine of the eventual 14 Second Air Division B-24
bomb groups had arrived in England to join the effort. Later missions to Berlin met with heavy resistance and sig-
nificant battle damage as the final scenes in the story below illustrate.

For more about "Big Week," see the story in the Herald.
The mission of the Heritage League is to educate our next generations about the sacrifices of our veteran ancestors
of the Bomber and Fighter Groups of the Second Air Division in World II.
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Videos We Like

By Lisa Niehoff

How a B-24 Became a "Photo of Death"
This animated documentary about Extra Joker is number 50 in the "Heros of the Skies" series. An interest-
ing discussion of the differences between the B-24 and B-17 introduces a fascinating, sobering, and yet trag-
ic story documenting this Italy-based Liberator and the animation of her being shot down over Austria on

August 23, 1944. One can assume you can bail out of a stricken plane: not in this case. A must see video!
Color/13.34. https://youtu.be/PGpLWAb5Gh4.

Escape and Evasion-- Interview of Pilot Howard Snyder
In this riveting interview from 2004, Howard Snyder shares his unforgettable experience after being shot down
in his B-17, Susan Ruth, on a mission to bomb Frankfurt.

Howard was missing in action for seven months and avoided being captured. What happened to him and his
crew? As I watched this video of Howard's very detailed account, he described individuals, locations, and in-
cidents very clearly and succinctly; his memories served him well. It was obvious that Howard had spent a lot
of time reflecting on his experiences and had a strong recollection of the important details. The vivid descrip-
tions he provided made it easy to picture the events as they unfolded.

Along with true grit, a whole lotta luck and, despite the odds, he was able to make it back. His journey is an
incredible reminder of what can be accomplished with determination and courage. Hope and resilience are at
the heart of this inspiring story. 27:37 min/Color. https://youtu.be/e9iY8mL-Elc.

WWII—The Bombing of Germany
See the results of the nighttime bombing by the RAF and daylight bomb drops by various bombers of the US-
AAE In this video, it's 's difficult to imagine how many lives were dramatically altered by a moment of time
one cannot return or recapture. The skies are filled with planes and men of all ages. They reflect the sadness,
the hardships and the courage of those times. Mostly color/2:40.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yi7PA7KTEhw.

Flying the Consolidated B-24 Liberator, WWII pilot instruction film

This video produced by Consolidated Aircraft, instructs pilots from takeoff, cruise, turns, stalls, and engine
shutdown/feathering. Color/32.27. https://youtu.be/VjpUx4PNILgE.

~

Share Your Herald!!!

Rather than recycling your Herald, please
consider sharing your copy with family,
friends or neighbors.

- /
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yi7PA7KTEhw
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The Night We Might Have Blown Up Shipdam

—By John Wolbarst, 464 Sub Depot, 44 BG

It was sometime in 1944 that I was told to report to the 44 Bomb Group Armament Officer, Major Robert L.
Dean. I was the senior NCO in charge of bombsight and autopilot maintenance for the Group. With Major Dean
were S.SGT. Max Goucher, the armorer of the 68 Bomb Squadron and others I don't remember.

They were handling an extraordinary piece of ordnance--a four-barrel flare gun. Four Very pistols had been cut
down and mounted in a row on an aluminum plate about a foot square. They were to be fired by a pair of modified
bomb rack releases. These devices, cocked with a powerful spring, were released electrically; the actuating arms
then flew around and hit the firing pins of the flare pistols.

The purpose of the gun was to signal to the rest of the Group when the first bomb was leaving the lead ship, so
the other bombardiers could toggle off their loads in a compact pattern. We were to mount it in the waist of a 68th
ship that was to lead a mission the next morning. Goucher and I were to meet S.SGT. Piela and a sheet metal crew
of the 464 Sub Depot on the line and get the thing installed.

As it was late when we got to the plane, we decided that we would go to evening chow and come back to do the
job. On the way we warned the control tower that we would be firing flares. The men worked fast. First, they cut
a slot in the roof of the plane; then they riveted the top edge of the plate to a longitudinal stringer, so the barrels
just protruded through the roof. That was it. I thought the setup looked flimsy and told Piela so. He said: "I don't
tell you how to fix bombsights. Don't you tell me how to fix sheet metal." They left and Goucher and I strung wire
from the intervalometer in the nose back to the waist. We finished about 9:30pm.

Goucher loaded and cocked the gun and then got out onto the hardstand. I went up to the nose to fire the
thing. The plane had a full load of bombs, ammunition, and gas so I was very careful how I set and ran the inter-
valometer. There was a loud bang and a horrendous crash of rending metal, followed by sounds as if someone was
hammering on the ship, all mixed with blood curdling yells from Goucher.

I ran back. Smoke was pouring out of the waist windows, Goucher was jumping up and down. Through the
waist window we could see a big hole in the roof. We climbed in the waist hatch. It was clear what had happened.
When the gun fired the recoil pushed the barrels below the roof. Most of the fireballs were trapped inside and flew
around the waist. A piece of roof about 3-foot square was torn loose. The stringer was ruined. Bits of fireballs were
still smoldering in corners.

After putting out the sparks and checking that the ship was secure, we were about to leave when the fire truck
arrived. The crew's remarks were not complimentary.

It was after 10:00 when I found Piela and told him to round up his crew again. They were not happy, but they
got to work with a will. About 11:30 it began to rain steadily. The men outside on the roof were getting soaked; they
also began to get shocks from their electrical equipment. Anguished protests filled the night air.

By midnight the job was done. Goucher loaded the gun, it fired the flares high into the wet air an we went oft
to bed. As I was dropping off to sleep, I had a sudden thought. What if some of those fireballs had landed in the
ammunition containers? Wow!

That night the mission was scrubbed. 'y

Reprinted from 8 Ball Tails, Vol 1 — Issue 3, Summer 1995.
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Herald Aviation Quiz

—by Lisa Niehoff

1.  What was the most renowned raid involving a
B-24 during World War II?

A. Operation Overlord

B. The invasion of Bristol Blenheim
C. Operation Tidal Wave

D. Berlin, March 1944

Answer C: The B-24 was employed in operations in
every combat theater during World War II. Because of
its great range, it was particularly suited for the long
range mission to Ploesti, Rumania for Operation Tidal
Wave. Source: Wikipedia.

2. The B-24 is known as the Consolidated B-24 be-
cause the Consolidated Aircraft Corporation was
the original designer and manufacturer. But, to
meet the demands of the war the government
called on a wide variety of companies to join the
production. What three other companies-built B-
24s?

A. Douglas Aircraft, Ford Motor Company,
North American Aviation

B. Wiley's, Westinghouse and Dupont

C. Chrysler, General Motors and Grumman

D. General Electric, Dupont and Bendix

Answer: A. This distribution of work was common
and often firms manufactured outside of their prima-
ry products. Consolidated Aircraft and Ford Motor
Company supplied parts to aircraft companies which
intern assembled the finished aircraft. Ford also mass-
produced complete B-24s at their Willow Run plant in
Ypsilanti Michigan, near their headquarters in Detroit.

Heritage Herald Staff

3. The air campaign over Europe was shared be-
tween the British and the Americans. The British
heavy bomber force consisted of Lancasters and
Halifaxs. While, the British bombers could carry a
larger bomb load, they also had a disadvantage to
the American B-17s and B-24s. What was that dis-
advantage?

A. They were significantly smaller than the
American aircraft

B. The British aircraft carried fewer crewmen
on board.

C. They could not fly as high

D. The German forces had bombed the British
airfields, seriously depleting the number of
British bombers

Answer: C. The B-24 service ceiling was 28,000

feet while the B-17 could go a bit higher. Both the
Lancasters and Hallifaxes were limited to about 21,000
feet. Source: www.FunTrivia.com.

4. The Civilian Pilot Training Program (CPTP) op-
erated from 1939 to 1946. What was its purpose
and what did it accomplish?

Answer: The CPTP was established as a New Deal
program to energize an aviation industry as well as
to create a pool of pilots ready for military service.
Civilian flight instructors, 1,132 colleges, and 1,460
flight schools trained 435,165 pilots (mostly in Piper
J-3 Cubs). Source: Barry Schiff, AOPA Magazine, Jan
2023.

Published three times a year, the Heritage Herald is the official publication of the Heritage League of the Sec-
ond Air Division (USAAF). The mission is to educate future generations about the sacrifices of our forebearers
of the bomb and fighter groups of the 2nd AD in WWII. Membership is open to all those who follow this ideal.

Doug Dovey, Virginia, Managing Editor
ddovey@hotmail.com

Thomas Chang, New York, Layout
tctomchang@aol.com

Brian Mahoney, Maryland, Director
researcher@brianhmahoney.com

Lisa Niehoff, lowa, Assistant Editor
lisa@huxcomm.net

Dallas King, Indiana, Photo Editor
dwk1927@gmail.com

Robert (Bubba) Lee, Alabama, Proofer
bubbba0905@gmail.com

John Pittman, Nevada, Researcher

jmpittman12@gmail.com
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Fall/Winter/Spring 2023-24 Heritage Calendar

and Historic Events of note

August

1943-Operation Tidal Wave, first raid on Ploesti oil
refineries is conducted by B-24s. Losses were high,
approximately 30%. August 1.

September

1944-Operation Market Garden begins with Allied
airborne forces landing in the Netherlands, Septem-
ber 17.

U.S. Air Force’s Convention, 76th birth-
day, September 17-21, Air Force Association
Convention, Gaylord Resort and Convention
Center, National Harbor, MD. (Washington,
DC.). Info at: www.afa.org.

467 BG Reunion at Rackheath. Norwich
England. Sept 18-22. Info at: www.467bg.
com/.

National Museum of U.S. Air Force. Plane
Talks - 76th Anniversary of the U.S. Air Force
and National POW/MIA Recognition Day.
Sept. 17. Info at: www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/

Upcoming/Events/.
October

1942-First missions of B-24s as they are part of 100
bombers attacking France.

1943-High losses suffered (approximately 29%)
from the mission to Schweinfurt, resulted in sharply
reduced bomber operations.

8th Air Force Historical Society Reunion.
Hilton Garden Inn, Ontario California. Octo-
ber 18-22. Details at: www.mightyeighth.org.

466th BG Association Reunion. To be held in
conjunction with 8th AFHS reunion in On-
tario.

November—December

1939-B-24 first flight. December 29.
1942-Rationing of gasoline in the U.S. went into ef-
fect. December 1.

1944-Largest bomber mission to date—2,055 attack
targets in the Ardennes, Battle of the Bulge.

Norwich England events around Veterans
Day. Remembrance Sunday Nov 6. (the
Sunday over there before our Nov 11 Veterans
Day). Info at: www.visitnorwich.co.uk.

93rd BG Association Reunion. Dallas TX.
November 9-13. www.93bg.com/.

2nd Air Division Trust Governor's meeting,
Norwich England Nov 13.

American Library, Norwich. Inaugural semi-
nar commemorating the 60th anniversary of
the American Library dedicated to the 2nd
Air Division of 8th Air Force. Nov 18. www.
Americanlibrary.uk.

January—March 2024

1941-President Roosevelt signed the Lend-Lease Bill,

providing war supplies to countries fighting the Axis.
March 11.

1942-President Roosevelt calls for production of
60,000 planes in State of Union address. Jan 6.

1944-Big Week. Maximum effort missions, also
known as ‘Operation Argument, to suppress Ger-
man air superiority in preparation for the future
land invasion. February 20-25.

April—May 2024

1942-Dolittle raid on Tokyo. April 18.

1945-Final 2nd Air Division combat missions in
Europe and last combat losses, April 25.
1945-German surrender, Victory in Europe Day,
V-E Day, May 8.

1948-Berlin airlift begins. June 26 until May 1949.

1987-Heritage League is established at 2AirDivision
convention. May.

2nd Air Division Memorial Trust Governor's
mid-year meeting, Norwich England, May XX

June 2024

1941-U.S. Army Air Corps becomes the U.S. Army
Air Forces, June 20.

1942-General Eisenhower takes command of U.S.
forces in Europe, June 25.

1944-D-Day invasion. Normandy. The 80th anni-
versary. June 6.

Reading Pennsylvania WWII weekend and
airshow. Carl A. Spaatz Field, Mid-Atlantic
Air Museum and Jimmy Stewart WWII con-
trol tower (under construction). June 1-2,
2024. Info at: www.maam.org.
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General 2023-24 activities

American Library. Monthly webcoffee. The
Norwich U.K. Library hosts a regular web-
based activity ‘Coffee Afternoon’ the second
Saturday of every month on Zoom at 11 AM
U.S. Eastern time [16:00 British time]. Hosted
by library assistants Jane Appleton and Linda
Sheppard, it is an opportunity for 2nd Air Di-
vision families and friends on both sides of the
Atlantic to get together. Email for an invite at:
americanlibrary@norfolk.gov.uk. Additional
library presentations can be found at: www.
americanlibrary.uk.

93 BG Hardwick Museum opens for the sea-
son on the 3rd Sunday of each month. Info at:
www.93rd-bg-museum.org.

446 BG Norfolk and Suffolk Aviation Muse-
um. Featuring artifacts from Bungay Airfield
plus a lot more. Open Wednesdays, Saturdays
and Sundays. Info at: www.aviationmuseum.
net.

448 BG Seething Airfield Control Tower
Museum. Home of the, the Seething Airfield
Control Tower Museum opens for select Sun-
day visits. Info at: www.448bombgroup.co.uk.

453rd Bombardment Group Museum & 8th
AF Heritage Gallery, Old Buckenham. Open
all year Friday, Saturday and Sunday 10am

to 4pm, and by request other days. Con-

tact: James Clarey, Museum Curator, email:
curator@453museum.com. Telephone: 01366

3861109.

Mighty 8th Air Force Museum weekly web-
casts. “Target for Today’ lecture series dig-
ging into the history of the Eighth Air Force.
It broadcasts each Thursday at 2pm ET via
‘Mighty 8th Vimeo' or ‘Mighty 8th Facebook.
More info at: www.mightyeighth.org.

National Museum of U.S. Air Force, Dayton
OH. Plane Talks at museum—76th Anniversa-
ry of the Air Force, Sept. 17. Plane Talks pro-
grams occur in conjunction with the anniver-
sary of a significant Air Force or military event.

Military Aviaion Museum, Virginia Beach
VA. Home to one of the world’s largest col-
lections of flying vintage military aircraft.
Includes over 50 aircraft from the World War
I and II. The museum is also home to a rebuilt
control tower from RAF Goxhill. www.mili-
taryaviationmuseum.org/.

Doolittle’'s Air Supremacy Strategy

By the time James Doolittle was promoted to lieu-
tenant general of the Eighth Air Force in January 1944,
he had earned the highest rank ever held by an active
reserve officer in modern times. But his influence on
military tactics during World War II began a year ear-
lier, when he changed a policy that required escorting
pilots in P-51 Mustangs to remain with their bombers.

This change virtually eradicated the efficacy of
German destroyers because it enabled Allied forma-
tions to fly unimpeded after their fighters cleared the
way to their targets. Afterward, Army Air Forces fight-
ers could break off from formation and attack German
airfields while the bombers returned to base. Not only
did this approach drastically lower bomber losses for
the Allies, but this "fighter sweep" aggressively cleared
the German skies of Luftwaffe fighters for much of the
war over Western Europe.
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Please renew your membership for 2024. Note: dues have increased
by $5 and we have a new rate for students.

Membership Application/Renewal for Heritage League

Please RENEW ONLINE and pay via PayPal. It is a safe and secure way for you to
pay your membership and contributions. LOG ON to
https://heritageleague.org/membership / OR

Return this page with your check, payable to the Heritage [ eague Membership, 6410
Valley Oak Plaza, Martinez, CA 94553. If you have questions, please email:
smbdyer@sbcglobal.net.

VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME AND TALENT. We are very appreciative of the strong
financial support you have shown for The League and related entities. Would you also be able to share your
time and talent with us? You can fill out a form at: https://heritageleague.org/volunteer/ that lets our expanded
Volunteer Program pair you with work supporting our mission!

NAME SPOUSE

ADDRESS TELEPHONE ( )
CITY, STATE ZIP

E-MAIL @

(If you receive the newsletter by email, please make sure you provide your email address)

NAME of related 2nd Air Division Veteran VET Birthday Date:

VET's Bomb Group or Unit No. Their relationship to you

Dues for students, friends and relatives of 2nd Air Division Veterans (check one):

PDF Newsletter via Email—provide email address above-$25

Students (up to age 25), PDF Newsletter via Email only-$20
Printed Newsletter sent by US mail—$35

2nd Air Division Veterans are eligible to be an Honorary Lifetime Member (check one).
PDF Newsletter, via Email—provide email address above—3$0 (free)

Printed Newsletter sent by US mail—$30 $
(If the cost of the printed newsletter causes a hardship, please let us know)

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS (We are a tax deductible 501(c)3 organization)

Contribution to the Heritage League operations $
Contribution to American Library 2nd Air Division (Norwich, UK) $
Contribution to Flower Fund for Overseas Cemeteries $

If you like, we would be pleased to note your contribution as...

In Memory of (deceased)

OR
In Honor of (living person)

TOTAL ENCLOSED $
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