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2AD LIBS OVER AUSTR

First 8AF Austrio Attock; Rip
Salzburg Rails os Libs Return

In the first attack on Austris ever made from Bth Alr Force bases, 2nd Alr
Division's Liberaters on April 25 roared deep into the Hun redoubt sector. Simul -
taneocusly with RAF attacks on Hitler's mountain headquarters at Berchtesgaden, in-
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side the OQerman border, the B-243 bat-
tered marshalling yards at Salzburg and
Hallein, both in Austria.

This mission signalled a return
to Austries for three of 2AD's Groups --
Lhth, 95rd and 389th, who had attacked
Wiener-Neustadt fram North African bases
an August 13, 1943, and October 1, 1943,
in conjunction with unite of 9th and
12th Air Forces. During the same period
these Oroups participated in the famed
Ploesti oll raid of August 1, 1943.

8AF SKEET CHAMP: ROUNTREE
Top shot of Bth Alr Force skeet finals
was Capt. P.L. Rountree, 2AD statiomm
ad jutant, scoring 48 out of a perfect
50. 2AD team lost by one point to lst
AD. who lcand 22? pnintn mt of 250
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The new Redoubt attacks achieved
acouracy typical of the records 2nd Air
Divieion is writing into history. Bamb
ocore of all Oroups averaged 62% within

in the Redoubt, L58th

At Bad Reichenhall,
and 4918t planted dameps to rallyerd near

Berchtesgaden. Lower photo, at Salzburg
44fth lead smeshed 1007 within 2000' and
1000', 75{'within 500 feet of MPI. Lead
bembardier was Lt. W. Wombold,

1000 feet, 87% within 2000 feet of as-
signed MPIs.

NEW ALL-TIME RECORD

Final recapltulatlion of bombing of
coastal fortifications in the Royan area
shows that an all-time all-Divisian ac-
guracy record was erected am April 14.
Average of all Croups was 76X within
1000 feet of assipgned MFPIs, B6X within
2000 feet, despits warious interference
and mechanical difficulties that caused
five squadren gross srrors tec be included
in this mll-=time high average!

The previous all-Divisien record,
56Z in 1000 and 84% in 2000, oo February
25, included but two gross errors.
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BEST RUNNER-UP 1)
OF THIS WEEK |

BY 44, 392nd

Twin MPI's Slash Rails,
Ruin Rolling Stock

Interdictim jerformed Sy tha mu=bars —
bullseye striker by all thres squadrons. of J4th
Po=® Groop oo the rail ‘unctim NP1 (at laft in
phcto) == ditts by all threa n?urmu of FHo=d
Bomb Qreup eam their MPI (vight) in the milyard
at Iclaching, in shri=sking Carmany.

Diszovary and Hemtifimaticm of thosw
leassr-eired sjyopetes of Dun retreat and resap-
Ply la a victery in itself. Intellirezoe amd
mviptios sarz commmsdation for thls, ecual &o
the pilots wod tombardiors whp prodoce the Banb-
i=g JaStam.

4tk Greap's three oguadrecs averaged 975
ia 2000, 2% within 1000 feet of thelir assigoed
MPI, lesd tamdardiers wore Lt. V.A. D'Angelo,
Lt, ¥. 5. Laughli, i1, G, #. Pedertty. OQroap
lond pavigator wae 15, A, R. Shafter,

SFend Graup avaraged 57K in 2000, 904 withis
1000 fest, Zor tholr three sgaadracs. lead
b:l't!l‘illl'l -mre Lt! TI g .""F...I'IT. 1n: K. :s
Hickok. axd L&, D, L. Flory. Losd zavigator waa
Ml Jada hllﬁ. Hit:‘q '.‘.‘5.11101‘ Lt.J;B.GE:Lrﬂ.

 Resacnnismnos shows all 1ises cat smd re-
cut, with prolific destructiocs mmcng the rolling
stedk = the mesoed-cp tullyard.
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Two Sqdns. of 389th
Average 85 % in S00ft.

In fleelng to the fartbest hole of the
Relck or ito satellites 1= the mcamtaln redoudt,
t2e Sun megsls do net sscaps the poanding of

Liberators. Otar moouracy Job of this wesk
is by ¥t Bamd Oroup, at Elatery Rallyarda
== in Ceschoslovakin.

Pieto before attack showa key junctia
sad loading yard, previcisly waattacied -- m
the direct line linkizmg Pragae, Ciechoalovakia,
with Mupich. The 39th strike photos {llustrate
Lib-battering with a micr-edge sharpmoesos Re-
cconalvsance jhoto shows all lines ssvered,
2okt facllitiss wrecked, aftar cne attack,

Byth Lemd azd High Right squadrons aver-
aped 952 Ln 2000 feet, 9% 1o 10CO, and a phano-
=eanl 35 withis 00 fest of thelir sapigned NFI,
A faw hl-u:.[;-l-lp_gﬂbl srevanted the 100% socre.

Lov laft funnsled 150L into 2000 feet, and meke
cazcanled the petterns withia 1000 spd 500 fest,
Ecwaver, tbe extremsly accarats patterm of the
jrecediag two agundranes war not spoliled, sc we'll
satinate at least 09 withia 1000 feet far e
Low laft aquadra elso.

lead bemSardiers a this No-Redoabt-about-it
exhibition were Lt, J.D, Olark (Lead), Lt. E.0G.
Exsjor (Eigh Right), Lt, L.¥. Beran (Low laft).

Ja5th Baed Oroap fellowed this perfermance,
with lead and Low Left stering 100Z axd 0%, 7es-
peotively, within 2000 feot, tut Bigh Right sgmad-
rom plasted (Spring plowing styls) enly Z0f within
<000,

MTth's three squadrans posaded 100X
within 2000', B2% in 1000'. Lead
Yambardlers, Lt. O.A, Shambarg, Lt.
AN, Bosisto. F/O W.L. Overledk. Twe
squadrasa of )55th hit 99% im 2000°,
third squadron Sad a. gro8p orrer.
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OUTSTANDING
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"MAN-OF-THE-DIVISION"

1ST/LT. FRED S. RISINGER

An act of heroism implies peraonal
sacrifios to the welfare of others. In
most cases the wartime hero gets hurt
bad. Othsr times he 1s luckier.

Here is an incildent of most delib-
srate, heroic action, with a happy end-
ing that left nobody hurt seripusly. In
the log of 2AD warfare it will be for-

gotten quekly, but the men at 448th Bomb

Group keep talking about it, and they
admire the nerve and initiative of lst
Lt. Fred 5. Risinger.

Lisut. Risinger, co-pilot, was
standing by while his crew, in turn,
bailed out of thelr shet-up Lib. HRadlo
pperator, 5/5gt. Richard N. Eudukis,
snagged his ripcord handle on one of
the plane's gadgets, and popped the
chute before he could jump.

The bromide about "bring it back
for a trade-in" ceased to be fumny.
Jumping with that fouled chute would
be asking for an overcoat of tarra
firma. There was no exchange to be
had, the Sgt. thought -- but Lisut.
Risinger, the co-pllot, quickly teok
off hls own untampered chute and strap-

ped it onto the radio operator. "Go
ahead, jump®, he insisted. "I'l]l make
it all right.® :

Gathering up the partly-opened
nhuta Lisut. Risinger repacked 1t as
bast hu could before jumplng fram 6000
fest, facing the extreme danger of
shroud 1lines becaming snarled in the

ir and causing the chuts to fail to
open properly.

Tumbling in the air {rom the

'HALLEIN AUSTRIA: y 392

Between Salzburg and Berchtes-
gaden, this rail canter was
choked with 97% in 2000' by 4Lth;
98% in 2000', 80% in 1000' by 392
lead, grces error by high right,
low left was smoke=cbscured.

TARGET((&CTORY

LT. RISINGER

plane's slipstream with part of the
chute flapping about him, he waited
until his hurtling body was parallsl
with the earth, them releassd the rest

of the parachute. Luackily the bal-
pnce of the chute cpened without foul-
ing, and Lieut. Risinger landed with
only a slight brulse on the forehead
after he hit the ground and the wind
in the chute dragged him a few feet.

The 44Bth CGroup Lib had been
shot up while participating in the
low-level supply missien te alrbomne
troops who had landed East of the
Ahine in the biggest glider and para-
troop operation in the history of
warfare. Flying at tree-top lewel
at a speed 10 miles an hour less
than normal cruising speed, a fusil-
lade from Nazi .50 and .30 caliber
machine guns and 20 mm. cannon broke
loose at them. The big ship, a
teasing target at such low speed,
was rlddled with the fire. Controls
wers shot out, left wing tenk punc-
tured, hydraulic systam shot out,
two tires flattened, one throttle
shot loose, the anly cable left was
the co-pilot's wheel.

The pilet and co-pilot manapged
to 1y the crippled ship back to
England. MNear the coast, over an
emergency landing fleld, the pllo*
had to crder the crew to ball out,
after setting the ship on a course
out to sea. All the crew landed
safely -- which is our happy ending.

MUHLDORF BRIDGE AND M/Ys 93rd, LAB, L6
Top=scoring 93rd Oroup averaged 93% in
2000', 73% in 1000'. L46th hit 93X in
2000', 35¢ in 1000'. U4lfth Low Left rack-
ed 100%Z in 2000', 98% in 1000', 95 within
500 ft. (Lead bombardier, Lt.W.J.Scuthern

SAPZBURG R.R. CENTER & BRIDGE: _389th BEST

Iwo squadrons of 389th averaged 100% in
2000', 21% in 1000', 47% in 500 ft. lead
bombardiers, Lt. J.K.McCannell, Lt. F. E.
Wegge. 93rd followed with 95%¢ in 2000,
874 in 1000. Lead bombardiers, Lt. Minis-
tar. Lt. Dandero. 46, ;

TRAUNSTEIN TRANSFORMER STN.1

466th, 467th
BElanketed the power source near Salzburg,

with 95% in 2000', B4% in 1000' by Lb66th;
9%% in Eﬂoﬂ v rest smoke-hid faor 4hTth,
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